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TrALRALAN D 


WHAT DO THE FAIRIES THINK OF US? 


What do you think, ye beautiful things 
Two arms, two feet, two dazzling wings— 
What do you think of lumbering man 


And his clumsy ways, since the world began? 


J.L.R. 
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DEDICATION 


This book is dedicated to the memory of the Reverend 
Professor J. Laurence Rentoul, D.D., O.B.E., the Artist's 


father, who died just prior to publication. 


This Edition-de-Luxe was published on the 
CoPYRIGHT twenty-third day of August, in the year of our 


i: A.G.O. Lord, Nineteen Hundred and Twenty-six. 
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The literary work in this Volume, with the exception of the introductory 


verses and Serana, the Bush Fairy, is entirely written by Annie R. Rentoul. 

W. S. Kent Hughes, 
Associate Editor 
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The Gates of Fairyland 


O woodlands! O dreamlands! And by the trending ocean shore 
O voice of yearning sea, Heard tones of such sweet sound, 
That sings its song on gleaming strands: As science-search with all its lore 
Whence comes your mystery? Is helpless to expound. 
And would that I had Shakespeare’s wit, O thanks for mystic pen and brush! 
Or Kreisler’s mystic art, Here, in still hours of eve, 
That I might find the words that fit They come, convincing with the “Hush!” 
The songs within my heart! Of Art’s strange make-believe. 
That I might tell some other soul O little folk of wood and hill, 
The thoughts which stir within, When I am quite alone, 
And move me with the strange control Ye steal and take me at your will 


Of that charmed violin! And claim me as your own. 


O hill and glen and babbling stream, And o’er these leaves I sit and dream, 
Amid a world of wrong, ‘Mid tones and glow of Art, 

Thanks to your sense-transcending dream, Of things that never sound or seem 
And mystic glow and song! Save to the pure of heart. 

I had two little daughters once, And I am still a wond'ring child, 
Who roamed by brook and glen, ‘Mid Nature’s mystery, 

And found things never met with since By tarn and stream and billows wild, 
On ways of mortal men. And sobbings of the sea. 

Ormond College, The University. J. LAURENCE RENTOUL. 
1926. 
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FATRY LAIN 


The Nightingale 


Frontispiece. 


So blue the night, 

The moon so silver-pale, 
The pool so bright, 

So still the few great stars— 
Could I not hear 

His sweet ethereal bars, 
There singeth near, 

I know, a nightingale. 


On such a night, 
So full of wonderland, 
Had I no sight, 
Yet should my spirit guess, 
Drinking for hours 
That music’s loveliness, 
By the hushed flowers 
A Fairy is at hand. 


So in the night 

Of dim uncertain things, 
Some divine light 

Of lovely things that are 
Dull sense defeats, 

Giving us spirit-wings-— 
Some moonlike Keats, 

Some Shelley like a star. 
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The Peacock 


When I see a peacock 
With his jewelled tail, 
I think ef Mistress Blanchelys 
In silken farthingale; 
Dainty little Blanchelys, 
With pretty, pointed toe, 
Dancing near the lilies 
In her garden long ago. 


Juniper and yew-tree, 
Clipp’d in quaintest way, 
Hedged the old-world garden 
Of this little maid at play. 
Here the sea-blue peacock 
Spread his bronzy tail, 
And Blanchelys came dancing by 
With fan and farthingale. — 


Many another peacock, 

As it came to pass, 
Strutted up to Blanchelys 

On the garden grass; 
Blanchelys was proud and sweet, 

Blanchelys said “No,” 
Standing near the lilies 

In her garden long ago. 


still the yew and juniper 
Hedge that garden fair; 
Still the peacock spreads his tail 
In his pleasance there; 
Still beside the lilies 
You may see her as you pass— 
The little ghost of Blanchelys, 
Dancing on the grass. 
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The Peacock. 
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Fairy Frolic 


By a silver fountain, 
In a magic hour, 
Once I saw a Fairy, 
Lovely as a flower; 
Rainbow morning-glories 
Watched her from above; 
Waterlilies peeped beneath, 
Just to show their love. 


Fast as almond petals 
On a windy day, 
Little white feet twinkled 
In her fairy play; 
Little starry white hands, 
Frail as snowdrops small, 
Tossed a coloured bubble up 
For a fairy ball. 


Never sheeny butterfly 
Had such wondrous grace; 
I could see her shimmering wings, 
See her rose-leaf face; 
Never golden sunbeam 
Danced with such delight; 
Never moonbeam shone so fair 
On a summer night. 


O that fairy frolic! 
Not a step I stirred, 
Only wished a tiny wish— 
But the Fairy heard. 
Heard my heart go pit-a-pat, 
Though I never spoke; 
Puff! the Fairy vanished, 
And the bubble broke. 
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Good Advice 


Come, listen, while I speak, 

Big Bird with monstrous beak 
And wrinkles round your eyes! 
You look so grave and wise 
That it fills me with amaze 
Thinking on your clumsy ways. 


You ought to make yourself 

A Fairy or an EIf, 

And change your legs and wings 
To lovely fairy things; 

Follow, follow after me 
Whither Elves and Fairies be. 


We sleep in lily-cup, 

And when the sun is up 

We twinkle on the lake, 

And tickle waves awake; 

Chase the rainbow bubbles small, 
But big enough for Fairies’ ball. 


On lily-leaf we float 

For our fairy boat; 

Our fairy feast we spread 

On a mushroom’s head. 

Golden pollen, honey sweet, 

And red, wild raspberries we eat. 


We swing on slender rush 

That whispers “Hush, hush, hush! 
O little Fairy fair, 

The hawk’s aloft in air, 

To snatch thee up and bear thee far 
Where his baby nestlings are!” 
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We bathe in pale moonbeams, 

And flit in children’s dreams; 

They wonder where we are, 

In what flower or star; 

Never guess the Fairies peep 

From their own eyes sweet and deep. 


It really seems absurd 

For such a wise old Bird 

So far away to fly 

Across the sea and sky; 

And never, never understand 
That where we are is Fairyland. 


Would you a Fairy be, 

Come follow, follow me! 

Fairy dust I have at need 
Hidden in a poppy-seed; 

Snuff a little, once, twice, thrice! 
You will find ’tis good advice. 
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The Witch 


Dusk of the day, and the hour to ride 
Atop of my broom o’er the world so wide; 
Meggin, the Witch, am I, am I! 

Free of the earth and sea and sky. 


Witchery Crag is up in the air; 

Never a mortal foot falls there; 

Black bats circle and toadstools peep, 
And the ledge is high for a Witch’s leap. 


I rock on the rim of a sailing cloud, 

The lightning laughs, and the wind sings loud; 
With my scarlet mantle I wave good-night— 
My peakety hat puts out the light. 


I swing on the horns of the crescent moon, 
I dance in my pointed poppy shoon 

In and out of the maze of dreams; 

I flit in the firelight’s glooms and gleams. 


Murk of the midnight—time to creep 

In the ivied ruin, where grey owls sweep; 
Rust and mould and poison-dew 

I gather there for my magic brew. 
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And the moss is soft for a Witch’s sleep. 
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Never a mortal face comes there 
Clouds float over it, shy stars peep, 


Witchery Crag is alone in the air, 
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FAIRYLAND 


The Lake 


Wind came singing 
To a little lake: 
Water, you are cold and gray, 
Not a laughing wave at play, 
All forgotten, all alone, 
Lilies shut and wild-birds flown, 
Water Fairy, wake! 


im Fs All the waves twinkled, 
Tossing plumes of snow; 
Green, silky rushes 

Curtseyed in a row. 
i Dream-lilies opened 
( | Buds of rose and pearl, 
*! Showing secret hearts of gold 
. Where the Fairies curl. 


Love came winging 

To a little lake: 
' Kissed her eyes of misty blue, 
A Whispered, “I remember you, 
ie Water Fairy, wake!” 
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The Lake. 


PATER. YiLAN )D 


= The Concert 


Mummy and Daddy went off to town 
To a concert of their own, 

And John was left to cuddle down 
In his little white cot alone. 

But the big round moon looked down from heaven, 
As soon as they were gone, 

And said, “There’s a concert at half-past-seven— 
A fairy one—all for John!” 


Se a CR a are 


& Nobody knew that John went out, 
; And nobody saw him go; 
a But he found the place, and all about 
Were daisies white as snow; 
Little green Elves came hoppety-hop 
. From the shadows of the gums; 
‘ And Teddy Bear, from a messmate top, 
f Swung down to join his chums. 


Then clear on a flute of the purest gold 

a A sweet little Fairy played, 

Be 4 And wonderful fairy tales she told, 
t | And marvellous music made. 
| But Teddy Bear began to nod, 

H And gave a very loud snore, 

And yet at the end—it’s true, though odd— 
He grunted out “Encore!” 


i 

4 
MS Mummy and Daddy came home from town, 

a And John was sleeping sound, 

r In his little white cot all cuddled down, 

And the moon was bright and round; 

% Nobody knows that John went out 

} To a concert all alone, 

b And only the moon can tell about 
1 a The fairy one—all his own! 
‘a 
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The Princess and the Beggar Boy 


“TpARLEZ-VOUS?” That was the only thing Robin and 
Jessamy could remember to say to the old, old Frenchman, 

with his thin old nannygoat, at the old, old gate of the old- 

world French fairy-tale town that sunny morning in June. 


The thin old goat had such a sad little face, but the old 
man had the twinkliest eyes, with crinkles all round them, and 
he smiled. such a dear, pleasant smile all the time Robin was 
saying “Parlez-vous?” and trying so hard to remember some 
more of his French. 


Jessamy was much shyer than Robin, but she did not 
forget to say, “Bon jour, Monseigneur!” She _ said 
“Monseigneur,” because she thought he looked as if perhaps 
he was a great Noble in the Revolution—a good Noble, who 
had given all his estates to his peasants, and become poor. And 
she said, too, “Savez-vous des contes de fées, s’il vous plait?” 
And the old man looked crinklier than ever and chuckled, and 
began to speak quite good English. So Jessamy said, “Please, 
do you know a fairy tale about this little town, Monseigneur?” 


The old man invited them to come inside and sit on a 
bench in his little garden, and he told them a fairy story about 
the little old-world town of Félicité, long, long ago. 


“You must know, my little ones, that long ago a little 
Princess lived in the gray-walled chateau with the towers. 
Ah, but she was like the Spring, her hair like yellow flowers, 
her eyes pervenches, and her footstep the wind on the grass. 
She had no playmates, this little one, for the sweet lady, her 
Mother, was dead, and her Father, though so ‘proud of her 
beauty, shut her away in the chateau, till the time should come 
when he should give her in marriage to some lord of high degree. 
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Very lonely was the little Princess Désirée Rosefleur Joyselle, 
until one day, working at her embroidery with stitches fairy- 
small, she heard a music, sweeter than lark or goldfinch, coming 
over the wall from the outer world. 


“Ts it the Fairies?’ she mused. For often the elfin 
people would come to cheer and comfort her little lonely heart. 


“Every day, and often at night—always when she was 
alone—this heavenly music would come to her. So at last, seen 
by none, she slipped from her room and stole to the great gate 
of the chateau. There, playing on a small instrument that sang 
like a brown nightingale, was a slender little minstrel, a beggar- 
boy, in tattered brown. His dark eyes were full of love and 
pity, and his face was beautiful and good, like a thoughtful, soft 
pansy. 

“Tittle Princess,’ he said, ‘I know thou art sad. I come, 
the maker of dreams, to charm away thy loneliness and sorrow. 


Joli-Coeur is my name. I never yet saw Princess so beautiful as 
thou. Wilt fly with me to my Golden Land overseas?’ 


“Nay, then, Joli-Coeur,’ she said, ‘I love thee well, and 
trust thee all in all. But my Father groweth old, and though 
he be stern, yet he loveth me, and his heart would break 
without me.’ 


“‘Hearken! answered Joli-Coeur. ‘In the Spring, full 
well I know, thy Father will hie home to the Heavenly Country; 
for his hour will come. And thou wilt be left desolate, with 
only thy wicked Uncle thy guardian, who will lay plots against 
thy life.’ 

“Tf then, all fall out as thou sayest, dear Joli-Coeur, in 
Spring I will go with thee.’ 

“Then they kissed farewell at the chateau gate, and 
Joli-Coeur went on his way. 


“So now the months hastened on, and Désirée dreamed 
of Joli-Coeur, and Joli-Coeur sang always of Désirée. And all 
came to pass as he had foretold. The Vicomte died, and the 
wicked Uncle ruled in his place. But Joli-Coeur was in the 
Northland of the Snows, and knew not that in the South the 
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“They Kissed Farewell at the Chateau Gate.” 
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Spring had come so soon. Désirée waited in vain for his music, 
and her wicked Uncle imprisoned her close in the strongest 
tower of the chateau. So, when at last Joli-Coeur came, she 
heard his music, but could not answer, and that was 
heartbreaking. 


“No stranger was allowed to visit Désirée, but sometimes 
Airelle, the little village goose-girl, was allowed to play with 
her for an hour, for no one guessed that Airelle’s little loving 
heart would make her wise to save her Princess, though Airelle 
was but an unschooled peasant child. 


“Airelle’s neighbour, a year older than she, Friquet, the 
little goatherd, when she told him Désirée’s sad story—for he, 
too, was trusty, and loved the Princess—knew just what to do. 
At the Witch’s Hour he took Airelle to see the old Witch 
Grippeminaude and her black cat Ron-ron, under the windswept 
box-tree, away across the river, on the hill. 


“Pit-a-pat beat their hearts as they drew near the place. 
The old Witch, with her feet all among the toadstools, bats 
hovering about, and blood-red anemones growing everywhere, 
said not a word, till the story was told in full. Then she tapped 
thrice on the ground with her stick and spoke: ‘T will help, for 
’tis a good deed and a sweet child, and ye are dear children, too! 
At midnight, when the moon shines, when the great gate is 
locked, and the banquet-hall lit up, see that Joli-Coeur passes 
by, and the Princess comes to the gate. Give Joli-Coeur 
this Magic Key. ‘Tis fairy gold, and will open all locks and 
bars. Then, hist! Not a word! None could guess what you had 
done! But all will go well with the Princess and the Minstrel, 
and afterwards with ye twain. For payment I ask one golden 
curl of Désirée, and one sweet song of Joli-Coeur.’ 


“Quickly they thanked the Witch—for ’twas nine of the 
clock—and hastened to the chateau, on their way calling 
Joli-Coeur with the goatherd’s call he knew so well. Then, in 
haste, they unlocked all the doors that parted the Princess and 
the Minstrel, and when his music came she went to him.” 


“And did they escape, Monseigneur?” asked Jessamy. 
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“Of a truth, my little one, even as the Witch promised; 
and one may be assured that they lived happily ever after.” 


“And what of the Witch?” said Robin. 


“Nay! ’Tis said that at the Witch’s Hour she looks even 
to this day at her treasures—a curl of gold and a wildbird song 
Pe 5B —and her face grows soft and her eyes tender,” 


“And the Goosegirl and the Goatherd?” asked Jessamy. 


“They became man and wife,” said the old man, “and 
their story is more beautiful than was ever told in all the fairy 
books. But that must wait for another day. Come, now, I will 
give you sweet milk and some little loaves, and pears from my 
own garden to help you on your way.” 


“Monseigneur, are you descended from the Princess and 
the Minstrel?” said Jessamy, as they were going. 


“Nay, my little one!” the old man answered, gently; 
“from the Goosegirl and the Goatherd.” And he smiled happily 
at his little goat. 


[THE END. ] 
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The Three Bears 


Three little Boys met three little Bears 
In Fairy Wood in the morning. 
“I wish they’d come and play! Don’t you?” 
Said Number One to Number Two. 
“T think it would be lovely fun!” 
Said Number Two to Number One. 
Said the Littlest Boy, “I think Pll run!” 
In Fairy Wood in the morning. 


Three little Bears met three little Boys 
In Fairy Wood in the morning. 

Said One: “I wonder if they bite?” 

Said Two: “I rather think they might!” 

Said One: “They look so fresh and clean!” 
Said Two: “Like gum-tips young and green!” 
“l’'m glad the creek is in between!” 

Said the Littlest Bear in the morning. 


Three little Boys and three little Bears 
In Fairy Wood in the morning, 
They did not linger long to see 
What little Boys and Bears might be; 
Three little Bears up three little gums, 
With three little hearts that beat like drums, 
Sat gazing down at their three little chums 
In Fairy Wood in the morning. 
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THE THREE BEAR S — (Continued) 


Three little Bears and three little Boys 

In Fairy Wood in the morning, 
They wish that they could meet again, 
Because it’s just as plain as plain 
That three little Boys will do no harm, 
And three little Bears will always charm, 
And no one needs to feel alarm 

In Fairy Wood in the morning. 
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He; | The Grave of Love 
is HIC IACET AMOR. 
; : 
i, Who hath done this thing? What sorrow is buried low? 
7: And whose are the feathered arrows, the slender bow? 
| Nay, why so hushed is the voice of the snow-white dove? 
fi) | Here lieth Love. 
: 
‘ Why art thou gone from the green earth, beautiful boy? 
i : No more shalt thou toss thy golden curls in joy, 
Nor flutter thy rose-flushed wings, nor grant the grace 
Of thy flowerlike face. 
( 
That delicate mouth, with the honeyed kisses sweet, 
ee Those sky-blue eyes of light, and wind-swift feet— 
{ | They are flown like a shadow and dream and remembrance of 
‘ yore: 
t They will come no more. 
| Like a hyacinth cut by the mower, he lies in death; 
f The grasses whisper, he hears not their sighing breath; 
; As the dew on the meadow at: noon, he was fleet to go: 
ub! Love lieth low. 
nS 
‘i O Heart of the World! Thou art hidden under the moss, 
f And only the Fairies remember, and mourn our loss; 
‘i. The Fairies sorrow, and scatter their flowers above 
y | i The grave of Love. 
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The Grave of Love. 
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FAIRYLAND 


The Fairy Ring 


Just when the sun sets, at the day’s close, 
A little straying Sunbeam comes to Fairy Wood. 
All the bunnies know her, dressed in dusky rose; 
Love to watch her dancing as a little Sunbeam should. 


Golden is the water, golden is the West, 

Golden are the fairy ferns, gold sings the thrush; 
The little baby brown birds snuggle in the nest, 

The bunnies cuddle closer, the trees sigh “Hush!” 


Somewhere in Fairy Wood, hiding in the moss, 
Ring-a-rosy toadstools circle round and round. 

Don’t get inside them, don’t step across! 
That’s the magic fairy ring; that’s enchanted ground! 


Every tawny toadstool shines with elfin glow; 
Now the little Sunbeam dances like a flame; 
All the wood is quiet, the sun sinks low; 
What could a child do, if the night came? 


Creepy steal the shadows; the Sunbeam’s gone. 
Pop away, bunnies! Little child, run! 

Where’s the dancing Sunbeam? Like a flame she shone! 
Where’s the magic fairy ring? What has it done? 


eee me 
ee 


° Orr - phihainds 
‘ > : , 
ou series ; 
ve re fet : : 
; 4 : 
este : : : si 
== pale es 
= ooo epee reer ataese - - = -_ 
ES ER —-- 


n 
‘ 3 3 
viene : 
' 
“e 
oases > 


The Fairy Ring. 
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The Captain 


Little brown boat swings out on the tide, 
Little white sail unfurled; 
Little boy Captain, with eyes so wide, 
Is out on the waves of the world. 
Stars, be his light; shine on him, Moon; 
Guide him across the sea; 
Little brown boat, bring him home soon, 
Little white soul, to me! 


Mother, good-bye! Do you see how I steer? 
I am going a long, long way 
To an iceberg sea and an island queer, 
But I shall come home some day. 
Stars, be his light; shine on him, Moon; 
Guide him across the sea; 
Little brown boat, bring him home soon, 
Little bright head, to me! 


When I come home, with a dragon of green, 
And a tiger I killed with my spear, 
With rubies and nuts and an ivory screen, 
Oh! won’t you be glad, mother dear? 
Stars, be his light; shine on him, Moon; 
Guide him across the sea; 
Little brown boat, bring him home soon, 
Little gold heart, to me! 


43 


THE CAPTAIN — (Continued) 


Little boy Captain sails out on the tide, 
Little white soul aglow, 
With his eager face and his eyes of pride, 
And a far strange way to go. | 
Love, be his light, shine on his way, 
Guide him across the sea; 
Little white prayers, bring him some day 
Home to the heart of me! 


ty 6 > 

. Py] 

MOX 
Be) 
ON, 005 a! 
ise 
rt) 


44 


eit sjcitieinitinpeseseiabeimiezeceteeseberepaceds itinleseje peje bedelele lade yepeitpeies estgeingesmstitetattatytatety tuts isa toteeNeaeeeeey tuto tat ot te ea pata ae BEEME TUE toa bad atata tit SbAt aEUMANE Na hata at baletota tater enaeremanrerngereren testis: siskeirigeiedetedraegepeieieteetelereiebeietes : : 8183 sdalstatogetapebititetitetitass aaeerer 
Sip aeiee setetitat ts ie tise Hear auatsatites bitrestecheiesnsceteseest et cies sera eee ta atetilela est hite ele te RCP ih Peat rte Heche ee ee be eS SHEMHEM MMM MMM HM Hite ey at rt . > ne giarrtsaceritbeeesbabtecaeice sbestesptatecesacesieisslitaeeesitiie ite eerieee aspsititshetebefetteptotatans ods 
Deiitteey st . Seretit POMS eet ta oe rat ath tite Sele tetetety : retete te es ee c te alte “e! : MILI ; : : : ; i eecetetetetitessce’ 2 tig 
RMP MRSC et as RH tat HE Stsitaeat sete sesteeatetstisieitotenstetngsaty sities ty ectstetetirstocerettitetars sitar wescdtatetstigacs haste feti Srteterets 25g ite; sary Sere eH eertreest ite bsissiees shareledet " sae pests Hayat oF bere caleseececsthat sg tees Létssete Seles te teteva tate. prtetisssotssseu gt atiestatihiealatatae igSincsutcisfcsitstite rete spss rasseseaese > nals 
; ; pisiata fe ieaty ris asiephtstisittiteciteccetettecsitr re Heriiti tei ea beets sooth a ee is ele steps me Mis 3 Sepesreteyt pein hte aHt pngee eet ety toe AMMO raise te sits Saistehitetstess 
tens rs a ! + . ears a yf " PIPE Mee bad ede bate bee eee ee DOR ber are eerteyeearien bar Lesetscite te 


ses 
Perce Ro oe ees eee ee re eee Hopote oe Heese eeeates ee etetatltetetetelaletel Delite ti gitecetet latte tile lie seetit ss reatts st: ; is 
CEREALS SESE EES ESE SAS EER ATO age de a neg nee oes EE age Hed fase pega ie eee tn poreeele nay ds pebetiner eerie ashes an foes ee EE - 3 ; 1b 
—s . = - - — _ -: — = = = — = -- S > tar - a - -- ———— -- oo — —- —$—$_$_—— — ~ “3 
= E : > — ~ —-, = ~- = = — - = ——e " a . — ——— —— ee = - 
re i = 


aS ——————__ = —— SS : - 
. = : act = a IN ARS Sl a 
“oe ~- ——_—_—— —--—— = = — —- Sa —_ —-- = a —_ 
-- = —— ——— = = Sl = ———————— = 
= — —— ————— —— = = = —— ee ———= ———— or 
— = > FS Lae ms = 


a 


. 
> 
; 
y 
Boe, 
OoLoss 
= 
+ 
. 
5 


See ie 


-—- ar 
TL 


Fam) cS ov ‘ 


The Captain. 4 


<3! ott oe a eletetete ata beeticeret eet tetetatete se? teasete Se hehe beter saben) 
o — — a CRS RR EE wureres press TIS MSS PLESSIS TO ee Pons itedy Puget hy rete Cette 
— : TE ERT EE SEEL ETRE MET Re et os Se aS USUI STEAL Breetaeaiatets 
" = —~— _ —- ———— 
——— — —. = _ aaiiaieen seeetaen Sa ene 
Pen = = —— a = = —— ———— ———————— =: a ~= 
o — ~ _—___- — 
| 
. 
; 


PF ei 
van 
| 
bi Otel 
" Bate 
t ? 
an FAIRYLAND 
iva 
i 
= t 
it 


Rte The First Sorrow 


Ppa 
i . When Dicky died, the great big night 
Pie | Came down and covered all the light. 


i 

ite 

4a I climbed the hill to find a star 

. o Where all the gold-eyed daisies are. 


I could not find the littlest spark— 
The stars were hid behind the dark. 


: 3 a : The daisies shut their eyelids white, 
Shes | And there was nothing but the night. 


a | My singing bird, my sweet, my own! 
ay v4 Why did you leave me all alone? 

Re i 

: vie! You loved to sing away the hours, 

Bisa: And fluff your wings like yellow flowers. 

hE 

ae 3. I gave you dew, and berries red, 

te ee And shining seeds, and mossy bed. 

> kr 

1 t But somewhere else you longed to be, 

Ht f And you loved someone more than me. 

“i I wonder if the Fairies heard 


are And wanted you, my golden bird! : 
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TB Or if a little Angel Boy 
‘ Came down and took you for his toy! 


7 i 


: i He took the little soul that sings, 
Kat And only left the beak and wings. 


“=~ s 


And so you died, and all the light 
Was covered with the big black night. 
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ah The Crystal Gazer 


ies 
eae i What hast thou found within the pool of dreams, 
t i Where roses of a thousand summers blow? 


What strange and lovely thing of opal gleams, 


ea. ? Secrets and tears and hopes of long ago? 


aia O rapt and beautiful, muse but a space 
On rainbow sphere where olden memories glow; 


Then gently lay thy treasure in its place 
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Back in the quiet pool of long ago. 
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The Crystal Gazer. 
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Pier ot. 
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a3). 
ts : $ | far away from the Place-we-know, far distant even from 
ee that great plain that lies at the Back-of-Beyond, which is 
| j [: behind the mountains of Make-Believe, where the rivers of 
Sida» Happiness commence to flow; much farther than the Land of the 
; | ay Never-Never, which is reached through the forests of Dream- 
te F land, whence come the sweet murmuring songs that gladden 
(Ba : our hearts, lies the mysterious country where Queen Fancy 
gant @ lives in the midst of her wonderful court. This court is more 
Vai wonderful than that which the fairies used to hold in the Bush, 
& z Sa : before Man came with his axe and his gun, and began to frighten _ 
Pima ee away the wild animals, trample out the wildflowers, and cut 
eye down the sheltering trees. Fairies had never known how to 
‘4 h | ery until then, but when that happened, the Fairy Queen leant 
sae her head against a ti-tree and wept bitterly. 
" i | It was a sad day and a bad day when the fairies were 
‘ ! is | driven out of the Bush; but, before they went, they made it as 
Pe teh beautiful as it is still, in spite of all Man’s efforts to make it 
ar Re ugly and silent and desolate. Was it not the fairies who painted 
be En the golden wattle-blossoms with the gold of the sunbeams, and 
by aed the great silver gums with the silver of the moonbeams, and the 
r | ; 4 wildflowers with all the bright colours of the rainbow? Was it 
i be not the fairies who made the happy creeks glisten with the 
oat erystal of the stars, and the air sweet and fresh with the winds 
| i | of heaven? Was it not the fairies who made those cool bowers 
if Au of ferns and clematis, and who covered the floors of the bowers 
eter | with deliciously-cool carpets of moss? Those were happy times 
t 1 * for them, because all the Bush was young, and there was 
art Pete nothing to do but play with its fairy children, the elves and 
ne Ee pixies, and laugh with its Kookaburras, romp with its Teddy- 
F Y | Bears and Billy ’Possums, race with its Wallabies, sing songs 
| a “ with its birds, and answer the call of its Bell-birds ringing them 
Matas in to feasts of berries and nuts. On moonlight nights they 
if ee danced on the moss in hundreds of thousands, or all alone, 
i ii flirting with their own shadows; or catching the moon in a rope 
; | | 4 s of dewdrops, they played with it as a big balloon. The crystal- 
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clear creeks were their playgrounds, too, where they paddled 
and splashed, playing hide-and-seek with the fish or tossing up 
the rainbow bubbles and catching them like balls, while from 
the boughs of the trees they swung to and fro on ropes of 
flowering convolvulus. 


Now the Fairies have left the Bush, returning only for 
fleeting visits when the moon is full and the dewdrops sparkle 
on the grass. The gnomes and the goblins still remain, but even 
they are finding their pleasant spaces invaded by people who 
do not know them, and drive them away, thinking they are 
mosquitoes, bull-ants, and scorpions. The Fairies went away 
from the Bush when Man arrived with his big, hob-nailed 
boots, trampling out the fairy-rings, where so many delightful 
dances had been held, and with his cruel axes cutting down the 
trees where Teddy Bear and Billy ’Possum played in the day- 
time and slept at night. Soon the whole place echoed to the 
chop-chop of the axes, which made the great gums bow their 
heads and fall to the ground, never to stand up again. The 
ferny creeks dried up with dismay, the flowers withered and 
died, the storms raged and the hot sun beat down. There was 
no more peace and shelter in the Bush. 


Saddest of all was the cruel crack of the gun which the 
fairies would hear every now and then, because that meant 


they had lost another of their bird or animal friends. 


So it is not surprising that they went to live as far away 
as they could, farther away than the Back-of-Beyond and even 
farther than the distant Never-Never, for they made up their 
minds to find the Magic Valley. They had always known of 
it, though no one had ever told them about it. All fairies, 
wherever they may be, know without telling that somewhere, 
far away from the Place-We-Know, there is a magic country 
that will always be out of the reach of just ordinary people, even 
with their trains or motor-cars or aeroplanes—a magic country 
that nobody can reach except on fairy-wings, or guided by the 
knowledge that only fairies have. 

So it came about that one day, as soon as the first rosy 
flush of dawn woke them up from that last disturbed sleep in 
the Bush, there was a great fluttering of wings and the fairies 
flew away in a great crowd. 
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Nobody saw them go; for they looked like a beautiful 
flight of flower-petals floating away on a gentle breeze. But 
if any children, who alone of human beings know the fairies, 
had been watching, they would have seen that the rays of the 
sun shone through the wings and bright gossamer gowns of 
what seemed like thousands of gorgeous little butterflies. All 
the trees waved their dew-drenched leaves in a sad good-bye. 
The birds twittered a chorus of regret. The possums and 
bears looked on with wistful sighs from the branches of sums 
and the tendrils of creeping vines, for they knew that their 
true friends were leaving them, and there would be no more 
frolics in the moonlight and no more races round the trees. 
The wallabies hopped as fast as they could, but only got as 
far as the edge of the Bush just in time to see the fairies, 
like a bright, shimmering cloud, disappear over the distant 
mountains for ever. 

On and on the fairies flew, by the light of the dawn, 
which seemed as if it would never turn to daylight, over 
mountain and forest and plain, until at last the scout-fairies 
flying on in front looked down and saw a cool, green valley. 
And because it was so like the dear Bush they had left behind 
them, and yet so much prettier and so much more peaceful and 
pleasant, they led the company of fairies down into its 
kindly glades, which seemed to offer them a welcome with all 
the sweet old scents and sounds. So the fairies settled there, 
for they knew they had come to the Magic Valley, their real 
home, whence they had first come, and where they knew now 
they must remain for ever. They sent a message back to the 
Bush folk, saying that whoever wanted a refuge could cross 
the plain that lies Back-of-Beyond, the mountains of Make- 
Believe, and the forests of Dreamland, and come over the 
Never-Never country to find a home with them in the Magic 
Valley, “because,” said the Fairy Queen, “for years and years 
the Bush-folk”—by which she meant the animals and birds— 
“have been good to us, and now it is time for us to do them 


a good turn.” 

Did I say that all the fairies had flown away to the 
Magic Valley? Well, not quite all, for there was one whose 
name was Serana, who did not go with them, and for a very 
good reason—or rather a very bad one. The fact is, when the 
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others left the Bush, Serana was still asleep. It was a habit 
of hers to oversleep herself. It was certainly an early hour, 
even for fairies, that first hour of dawn, when the scout-fairies 
led the company away, but Serana should have been awake 
with the rest. High up in a she-oak tree she had curled 
herself in a snug little sparrow’s nest that a friend of 
hers, a kind old ’possum, had told her about. It was so 
sheltered and dark that the dawn-light did not shine into 
it, and she was so fast asleep—as she was so often on other 
mornings—that the sound of the fluttering wings did not 
reach her ears. It was always the way with her, she was so 
very lazy, in spite of the fact that the Fairy Queen 
had warned her that one day a great misfortune would 
befall her as a result of her laziness. Try as_ she 
might—and she never did try very hard—she never could 
awaken until the sun was well up in the sky, and all the other 
fairies were calling out, “Where is Serana? Has anyone seen 
Serana?” They were always anxious if any one of them was 
missing, now that Man had come into the Bush. But this 
last morning they were so excited and so crowded together, 
preparing to fly away, that they did not notice that Serana 
was not among them. Serana was a very beautiful fairy, and 
a great favourite. Her wings were shot with colours, so that, 
although as a rule the colours showed in wavy rings, yet 
sometimes they were like a butterfly’s and sometimes like a 
dragon-fly’s wings. 

Her friend, the old ’possum, came to the nest later in 
the morning, feeling very sad and going about among all 
the old haunts of the fairies just to make himself sadder 
still. He was surprised to see the fairy Serana still 
sleeping soundly, as if nothing unusual was happening. 


He cried out in astonishment, and that woke her up. 
She rubbed the sleep out of her eyes, and looked out and 
saw the old ’possum on a branch just above the nest, 
hanging by his tail, with his head down. He was 
looking very comical in spite of the alarmed look in his 
big, round eyes. | 

“Serana, you it is, gracious goodness!” he said, saying 
it round the wrong way, because he was upside down—but it 
meant the same thing. “Gone have fairies! Know you don’t?” 
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Serana quite understood, as soon as he had said the first word. 


e ¥ Jew “Gone?” she gasped. “Have they all gone? Gone where?” 
. lhe : “Gone for good,” said the ’possum, now right side up. 
: a ' f “Good?” cried Serana. “It isn’t good!” 

meh ee “Gone for good is bad for you and all of us,” he said; 

pige “but it will be good if YOU will stay with us.” 

i “Oh, I can’t do that, really I can’t!” she said, and she 
t€ ¥ ' came out on to the branch and stood up beside the old ’possum, 
| ot looking very frightened, as she suddenly remembered what 
PT Sets day it was. Hurriedly stretching her wings, and rubbing the 
r i i last of the sleepiness from her eyes, she looked all round, 
i © searching among the trees and over the ground and everywhere 
US he 4 about the old haunts, but there was not a sign of the fairies. 

bar ‘Sey All was still and desolate, except for the animals and ‘birds, 


who were sitting about in groups, talking sadly together about 
the flight of their dear little friends. 
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; 
4 | When they saw Serana they came round her in crowds, 
tt all talking at once, looking up at her with eager eyes, and 
t i trying in their different languages—all of which Serana 
Ep ceea understood quite well—to persuade her to stay with them and 
Pr bikaa be their fairy queen. The animals began to dance about and 
Ly | play games and run races. They did not do it very gaily, for 
te eit they were not feeling at all gay; and the birds started singing 
r hath choruses, which they tried to make very sweet and joyous. 
Be Be But somehow their voices did not seem in tune this morning. 
Mi] ; 1 ° ° ° 
ba You see, they were doing their best to make Serana think the 
iB. Bush was still the same happy place as before. 
bt eS 
ih i “Hush! hush!” the wind was singing, 
PO ant Singing and rocking the Fairy’s nest, 
‘ tt Mossy nest in the she-oak swinging, 
rt ae Green and soft for a Fairy’s rest; 
tbe “Sleep, sleep, little: Drowsyhead, 
By. Slumber and dream!” the night wind said. 
th 
| | ; ; | “Wake, wake!” the Dawn came singing— 
4) He Rose-faced Dawn in the silver sky— 
t » : “Far to the Magic Valley winging, 
4 i$: wi Spread your gossamer wings and fly; 
a! te Wake, wake, little Drowsyhead, 
: Bid Follow and fly!” the Dawn Star said. 
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“On Moonlight Nights They Danc 
(see p. 52). 
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Hark! Hark! A Fairy’s crying, 

Lonely and sad for playmates flown. 
Birds and bunnies and bears come sighing, 
“Please, be happy, and, please, stop crying, 

Be our Queen on a gum-tree throne!” 
“Nay, nay!” the fairy said, 

“TI must seek and follow and fly instead.” 
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A little bird perched itself on her shoulder, and twittered 
in her ear, and she knew it was a dear friend of hers—cheeky 
little Willie Wagtail. He was a very bright, clever and 
mischievous little fellow. 


“Oh, Willie Wagtail!” she said to him now, “can’t you tell 
me what I ought to do to find my sisters? Don’t you know 
where they have gone, and how I can find them?” 


“The fairies have flown over the mountains,” he said. 


You will notice that the artful little fellow did not say 
what mountains, which was very cunning of him, for there 
were mountains to the south quite close, and mountains to the 
north a long way off—so far that they could scarcely be seen. 
Poor Serana, who, as we know, was a very lazy fairy, never 
thought for a moment that the fairy-folk would go such a long 
way to the north, when there were mountains so much nearer. 
She did what she would have done herself, if she had been a 
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scout-fairy—flew away to the south before anyone could stop > ie 
her, though the old ’possum did call out as loudly as he could a 
that she was going the wrong way. But his voice was too x 
feeble to reach her, and as he was upside down again, he said aN 
south when he meant north, so his instructions would not i oe 
wt 
have been any use. ie 
ale ; ; : : ae 
Willie Wagtail clapped his beaks together in We 
mischievous joy, for he expected that Serana would soon ip 
tire of her search, and be only too glad to come back x 
to the bush and the snug little nest in the old she-oak fi} 
tree. i 
Serana was too excited and frightened to think of : ay 
anything but following the other fairies as quickly as ever she oe 
: ue 
could, and she really flew quite fast for her. het 
So, of course, it turned out that she flew over the : ne 
wrong mountains, and that was the beginning of all her ; ; 
difficulties. 4 th 
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: Py ¥ | — flew for hours, always hoping she would soon get 
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a sight of the other fairies, and at last come up with 
them, but there was never a sign of that glittering company. 
She could not understand how they had got so far ahead 
of her as to be quite out of sight, for she did not think 
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i 3 Serana would have liked to slap him, but had no 
f eee time to spare, so she went on, until she began to feel 
A 
‘ 
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ot She had been sleeping so very late, and was quite sure she 

| | 3 was now following them very quickly. Poor Serana was 

: ' 2 " never very wide-awake. When she got an idea into her head 
‘or tui she could never think of anything else, and was always sure 
ele she was right. 3 
a 3, Presently she caught sight of a Brownie, who was 
; é : hurrying along at a great pace. She called out to him to stop, 
eh but he took no notice of her until she had come up with him, 
‘ ae ‘ and then she asked him if he knew where the fairies had gone 
rial to. He stared at her in a rude way, and even put out the tip 
i ue a of his tongue. Serana asked again. “I don’t know, and I don’t 
Rake want to know,” said the Brownie, rudely. “Can’t you see I’m 
iF is i in an awful hurry? I have to poison all the toadstools before 
t . Os it gets too late. Find your old fairies yourself!” And he went 
\ , i off faster than ever. 


very tired and sorry for herself. Just then she came upon the 
rude little Brownie again. He was crying bitterly over a little 
dead bird, which had been killed by eating some of the 
poisoned toadstools. Serana kissed the limp, fluffy body, and 
the poor, repentant Brownie too, after he had promised her 
' to be a better boy in future, and set off again on her quest. 


At last she came to a forest, and decided that she 
would go down into it and see if she could find anybody 
to help her. She landed in a very gloomy place, where 
the trees were big and close together. She was certain 
no fairies had ever lived there. She did not even see any 
cheery little rabbits who might have told her at least where 
she was. 
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For a long time she wandered about, for only her 
wings were tired, and she was glad to feel her feet on 
the solid ground again. 


In the distance she could hear the sound of an axe, 
chop-chop-chopping on hard wood, so she knew that a man 
was not so very far away after all, though that did not 
comfort her at all, but only made her feel more frightened. 


Fairies are always frightened of men with their axes 
and their guns, but they are not nearly so frightened of 
women, and they simply love children, for they know that 
all children understand and love them. 


Serana thought she would not go too far into the 
forest, but decided to wait where she was. She sat down 
in the shadow of a big tree-fern, for the forest had begun 
to feel hot and stuffy. While she was sitting there, 
wondering what she should do next, and feeling lonely and 
a little bit sleepy, she heard a splashing of water and, 
looking about her, was surprised to see, right in front of 
her, a beautiful waterfall, tumbling down over the rocks 
and splashing and sparkling into a deep pool. The water 
felt cool and pleasant, even from a distance, as it sprinkled 
the green leaves of the bushes with spray, till they looked 
as if they were covered with diamonds and _ emeralds. 
Serana thought how nice it would be to sit on the rocks, 
with her feet in the cooling water; but, as she was already 
fairly comfortable where she was, she felt too lazy to move 
even the short distance. 


So she sat there contentedly, listening to the murmur 
of the water, and quite forgetting all about how anxious 
she had been to find her fairy sisters. For some time she 
had noticed that the murmur of the water was like music, 
She thought she heard a note or two of a real song, and, 
as she listened, she was sure she heard something like a 
tune—little broken bars of music, as if someone were trying 
to sing, but could not remember the whole of the song. 
It seemed that the water itself was singing, but that some 
of the notes were lost when it was interrupted by the rocks 
over which it was tumbling on its way to the pool below. 
Serana did not mind that, but was content to sit listening 
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to the broken melody, for it was peaceful and restful, and 
made her feel that she was not quite alone. 


And this is what the Waterfall song seemed to say 
to Serana— 


“I fall, and flow, 
And seek below 
A pool, 
So cool; 
A little place 
To see a Fairy’s face 

Peep out! 

All round about 
Green fern-fronds curled 
And daisies pearled, 

Lean low to see 
The pool clear brown. 

That’s where I long to be— 
Where I leap down! 


I spring 
From mossy stone to stone; 
I sing 

All to myself alone, 

A song of silver light. 

The starry night, 

The moon, 

The sweet blue sky above 
Stoop down to hear. 
They are all dear; 

Yet dearer far 
Than moon or _ star 
Is the brown pool I love. 


The wild-birds dip 
To cool their wings and sip; 
The bluebells sway 
Beside me all the day; 
I sing to make them gay, 
Yet cannot stay! 
The brown bees hum, 
Queer goblins come 
To gather diamonds sheen 
And emeralds green, 
And opals rare 
From my translucent hair. 
Yet on I go, 
And fall and flow— 
Nor rest, nor tire, 
But ever quest— 
Home to my heart’s desire— 
The pool’s dear breast.” 
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But Serana was too tired—or too lazy—to move. 
She felt so content and happy just to sit there, looking at 
the cool water flowing down so easily and quietly, that she 
was soon nodding, and would have been asleep in a minute. 
She was aroused by a gentle silvery voice, which sounded 
quite close, though she could not see anyone near. 
“Where do you come from, little Fairy?” it said, and it 
seemed to come from the Waterfall. Serana was not at 
all frightened, for it sounded gentle and kind, and just like 
rippling water. She raised her eyes to the Waterfall and 
saw, dimly shaping itself, the form of a beautiful girl. 
She was much larger than a fairy, for all the length of 
the silvery water seemed to be part of her—long, shining 
hair, rippling over the rocks, and long, shining garments 
reaching to the pool below. 


Serana heard the voice saying again— 


“Who are you, dear little Fairy, and where have you 
come from, and where are you going?” The words seemed 
to slide down towards her, as if they came tumbling down 
the whole length of the Waterfall. 


“My name is Serana,” she said; and the voice rippled, 
as if laughing softly, and said— 


“What a funny name, but quite a pretty one,” while 
Serana went on saying, “I come. from the Old Bush, and 
I am trying to find the Magic Valley, where my friends 
have gone.” 


“How do you know this is not the Magic Valley?” 
asked the voice, and the water seemed to laugh again. 


“Oh! is it really?” cried Serana, eagerly. “But 
where are the fairies? Are you one?” 


“Well, not exactly,” said the voice. “I am the Spirit 
of the Waterfall.” 


“You are very beautiful and wonderful,” said Serana; 
“much more wonderful than we are.” (Fairies are so used 
to themselves and each other that they do not know how 
beautiful and wonderful they are.) 


Suddenly she felt a great longing to be among her 
own people again. She loved the Spirit of the Waterfall, 
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“Tossing up the Rainbow Bubbles” 
(see p. 54). 
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but she was a little afraid of her strange beauty. “But, (4 
oh!” she asked, “can you tell me where I can find my people?” z' 
“No, Serana,” replied the Spirit of the Waterfall, “I bth: 

am afraid I cannot, for I can never leave this place.” at 
“Never leave it?” asked Serana, in an awe-struck tone. , 
“No,” answered the Spirit. “If I did I should die. Py 

- My father is the King of the Creeks. His name is Rain. aie 
This is the beginning of one of his creeks, and it is one of his a 
most faithful subjects, for it is always flowing and goes a ee 
long way through the mountains and the valleys, growing a 
bigger and bigger as it flows, until it grows into a great river, d aK 
which waters the plains and flows on right through the country 7 f 
for hundreds of miles until it reaches the sea.” : eH 
“I have heard of the sea,” said Serana, “and of our little | yi 

Fairy Sisters of the foam. Are all the creeks like this one?” ; Pe) 
“Oh, no!” said the Spirit of the Waterfall.. “There : oh 

are hundreds and hundreds of creeks, and some of them Bik 
—indeed, most of them—are not very strong. My father By 
has to travel about a lot all over the country, doing his “ Mp 
best to keep them all flowing. Sometimes he cannot reach oy 
some of them, and it is a long time before he can bring esi 
the water to give them new life and strength; bat sooner : ot 
or later he makes them all strong again.” . ei 
_ “What makes them become weak?” asked Serana, Hie 
who was getting quite interested again, and had forgotten S bs 1 
her troubles. i‘, 4 
¥ « . 

“My father’s enemy, a very cruel and wicked spirit, | al 
whose name is Drought, is always going about, too, nit 
scorching the green and fruitful land and drying up the ; 
creeks as he goes. However, my father, Rain, always 2 ; 
catches up to him sooner or later, and drives him away ) 
and makes the land rejoice and fills the creeks with new jive 
life.” fie | Ae 
: ay Fs 

“Your father must be a very kind spirit, and every- Ha 

body must love him,” said Serana. i A 
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a \ “Yes, he is very kind; but my Uncle, whose name 
ehh is Flood, is not so kind, though he means well,” said the 
fe Spirit of the Waterfall. “He doesn’t mean to be unkind; 
et but there is such a thing as being too kind, you know— 
Ee bss ; ) ® ° 2 
1 vee so kind that it becomes cruelty. It is possible to do too 
Ley : much, just as it is possible to do too little. I don’t know 
hh. & ° ° ° 
; really which is the worst. Sometimes my Uncle does a 
Teta great deal of good, and sometimes he does a great deal 
4 : | 4 of harm, though he doesn’t mean to.” 
} at “Can’t he stop himself from doing harm?” asked 
} : # serana. 
| 3 14 “No, dear! You see, we can’t always do just what 
at we want to. I dare say even you do wrong sometimes.” 
(i “Oh, yes,” said Serana, readily, “indeed I do! Only 
an 


: this morning I slept too long, and so I was left behind 
when all my people flew away from the Old Bush to go 
to the Magic Valley, and that is why I am here and all 
alone.” 
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“Not quite alone, dear little Fairy; but I am almost always 
alone, and I wish you could stay with me. You have 
Mi made me talk again, after long years of silence, when I 
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i could only sing to myself.” 

L gt And then Serana understood how, when the Spirit 
felt of the Waterfall spoke first to her, it was so difficult for 
; UE her to speak. The little fairy felt quite sorry for the kind 
Ne a Spirit, and said— 

r i is “I should like to stay with you—for a time, at any 
' I ; rate; but, oh! I do so want to find my people. They are 
hh ea getting farther and farther away from me while I am 
i ( si sitting here talking. I wish you could help me to find 
‘ | by | them,” and her eyes filled with tears. 
a ee The Spirit of the Waterfall thought for a minute, and 
1 teen then she said, “I will tell you what I can do for you. I can 
j ih, send you to the Old Man of the Deep Well. He is the wisest 
4 : he i spirit I know.” 

i i il “The Deep Well!” cried Serana, alarmed. “I don’t 
x ait think I shall like to go there. It sounds dreadfully 
3 ; mysterious.” 
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“Little Fairy Sisters” (see p. 71). 
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It isn’t, really, and the Old Man who lives at the 
bottom of it is rather a dear. He is quite the wisest person 
who lives near here. Ill send Johnny Kingfisher with you to 
show you the way. He has been sitting all the time under one 
of the bushes at my feet, listening to what we have been 
saying. Come out, Johnny, and show yourself to the pretty 
lady. I know you are there, for I feel you with one of 
my toes.” 


And out popped the dearest and prettiest little bird, 
all dressed up gaily in bright, greeny-blue clothes. He 
stood on a boulder, flapping his shiny wings and bowing 
his glistening head, first to the Spirit of the Waterfall, 
and then to Serana, who couldn’t help laughing, he looked 
so fussy and so vain. This made him rather angry, and 
he drew himself up proudly; but he was such a dear little 
bird that he could not look proud or angry. 


Serana stopped laughing, and got up and curtseyed 
low before him, and Johnny Kingfisher bowed again and 
flapped his wings, and this time it was the Spirit of the 
Waterfall who laughed a rippling laugh. 


“Johnny,” she said, “take the Fairy Serana to the 
Deep Well, and tell the Old Man she is a dear friend of 
mine. Now, Serana, kiss me good-bye, dear, and put your 
eyes against my hair to wash away the tears, for you 
must be brave and hopeful. Good-bye, dear little Fairy; 
I wish you the best of good fortune.” 


CHAPTER III. 


The Deep Well 


OHNNY KINGFISHER had a very jerky style of flying, 
making little darts forward, as if chasing a fly, and then 
stopping for a second to swallow it before darting on again 
after another. This was rather an upsetting way of 
travelling, but, when Serana got used to it, she found 
that they were making really good headway. She went 
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“Led Her to a Nasty, Stagnant Pool” 
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along much more steadily than he did, skimming onward 
behind him on her gossamer wings, which fluttered prettily, 
and made little shiny coloured lights in the air, like opals 
flashing in the sun. | 


Johnny Kingfisher was such a wee creature that he 
could find his way easily between the trees in his jerky 
flight, dodging through here and there with a _ sure 
knowledge of the way. Serana, however, had sometimes 
to trust to her feet, and Johnny had to wait on a bush 
now and then for her to catch up to him. 


Soon they were well on their journey, and the song 
of the Spirit of the Waterfall sounded only like a whisper 
in the distance. 


Serana found the little bird a most amusing companion. 
He was so merry and full of mischief that he reminded 
her of Willie Wagtail, though he was so much prettier, all 
his feathers being of a light, greeny-blue, and Willie’s being 
only a dark brown. He played several saucy tricks upon 
her, and often led her out of the proper path, so as to 
make her stumble over difficult places. Once he made her 
quite cross when he led her to a nasty, stagnant pool, where 
a big, fat toad was croaking in a melancholy way, and 
pretended that he was the Old Man of the Deep Well. 
But Serana soon got used to his tricks, and told him she 
would go back to the Waterfall and tell the Spirit if he 
didn’t stop his nonsense and take her to the proper place. 


Johnny Kingfisher looked at her severely, and said, 
“Tell tales, will you?” and Serana asked him what he 
meant. She had never heard of Tales that could be told, 
but only Tails that could be pulled, as she had often seen 
the mischievous Teddy-Bears do to the ’Possums. 


“Tales!” said Johnny Kingfisher, trying to look wise, 
as he perched himself on a twig nearby. “Tales! [ll tell you 
about all sorts of tales,” and, to Serana’s surprise, he began 
to sing, his tiny beak opening and shutting like a little 
trapdoor, and his throat throbbing and his wings flapping, 
as he got more and more excited. 
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THE TELL-TALE BIRD. 


You may tell a tale of a monstrous whale 
You caught by yourself one day; 

Though no doubt some imp will call it a shrimp 
In his nasty, jealous way. 

You may tell how you peppered a savage leopard 
That nearly swallowed you; 

And some kind friend, at the story’s end, 
Will ask you: “Js it true?” 


There’s a tale to tell of a Fairy Well, 
Where wishes glide like fish; 

You sit on the brink, and think, and drink, 
And wish your dearest wish. 

There’s a tale of a Golden Apple-tree 
In a tide of opal light, 

Which only the shy green mermaids see, 
In May, on a moonlight night. 


There’s a tale that is glad, and a tale that is sad; 
There’s a tale of a hero’s death, 

Of shipwrecked coasts, and churchyard ghosts, 
That makes you hold your breath. 

There’s a tale of the Moon, the Dish and the Spoon, 
Three Bears, and Little Boy Blue; 

You’ll love them well, the tales I tell, 
And you'll know they all are true. 


There’s just one sort that is not sport, 
And is very much out of date; 

I blush for shame to name its name— 
For the tell-tale’s tale I hate! 

So if ever you hear a tell-tale near, 
And he tells his tale to you, 

Remember the shrimp of the spiteful imp, 
And ask him: “Js it true?” 


Serana thought that, after all, Johnny Kingfisher must 
be a much wiser bird than she had believed him to be; but, 
the next moment after he had finished his song he seemed the 
same jolly little bird he had been before. He began to tell 
her funny stories about the other birds to make the time pass 
pleasantly. He told her how the serious old Owl wasn’t 
speaking to the Kookaburra now, because he laughed in the 
wrong place when the Owl was telling a serious story. And 
he told her how the Lyre-bird was always playing tricks on 
the other birds by imitating their calls, and how one night he 
woke them all up by pretending to be a Magpie ecarolling to 
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the rising sun. He told her how the Crow had gone into 
mourning for his wicked brother, who had been hanged on a 
tree for killing a dear little Rabbit. He told her how he 
himself pretended to be eating berries off the bushes near the 
Waterfall, when he was really eating fish, which the Spirit of 
the Waterfall had told him he must not kill. He told her all 
these stories while he was waiting for Serana to rest awhile, 
after she had been walking a long way over dead twigs and 
rough stones lying on the ground. And Serana told him tales 
of the Fairies’ doings; how they slid down the rainbow, and 
rode on the shooting-stars. 


At last Serana heard a great noise of frogs croaking, 
and began to fear that Johnny Kingfisher was playing her a 
worse trick than ever, and bringing her to nasty, slimy pools, 
like the one they had just passed. But when she looked at him 
he nodded his head, as if to tell her it was all right this time. 


“We're getting quite near now,” he said. “There is the 
Deep Well over there, and you can see it is quite a nice place, 
and not really too deep at all.” As he spoke they came to a 
narrow path, that led out of the dense forest to a wide, clear 
space of green grass and flowering shrubs and spreading 
tree-ferns, and there, sure enough, in the centre of this pretty 
place, was the Deep Well. 


There was no mistake about it this time, for it looked 
quite different from any other pool she had seen—not like the 
shallow, sunny pools in the Old Bush where Serana and her 
friends used to play ball with the bubbles. The noise of the 
frogs was almost deafening, and not a bit like the dull, heavy 
croak of the big, fat toad of the slimy water-hole. It seemed 
as if these frogs were giving warning of the approach of 
a stranger—as indeed they were. Serana thought that every 
animal and bird and insect for miles round would come 
hurrying to the place to see what was happening. However, 
nothing of the sort occurred, and all around the pool was 
peace and stillness. The reeds grew straight and tall, and 
water-lilies bloomed on the surface of the water. The pool 
itself looked dark and very, very deep. 


Serana stood away from it for fear she should fall into 
it, for it looked as if it wanted her to. 
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“The Nautilus Fairy” (see p. 81). 
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“Wait a minute,” said Johnny Kingfisher, “and I’ll fetch ; 
the Old Man.” : 
Then Serana suddenly felt very frightened, and called 
out, “No! No! Don’t disturb him! I know he must be fast 


asleep. The Pool is so smooth and still. I don’t want to see 
him, anyhow. I know I shan’t like him. He is sure to be angry 
at being disturbed.” 


“Not a bit of it!” said Johnny, “he’ll like to see you. I 


don’t believe, old as he is, that he has ever seen a Fairy since , ; 
the time he fell in love with the Nautilus Fairy. When she a4 
rejected him he came to live in the Pool, and has been here ever ee 
since, so folks say.” ; 
He went over to the side of the Pool and took a long vine 
in his beak and gave it a strong tug. All at once Serana heard ¥ 
a muffled bell ringing right down deep in the middle of the Pool. f | 
A tinkly tinkle, muffled, but quite clear, i 
That sounded miles away, yet seemed quite near. s " 4 
“That’s the front-door bell,” said Johnny. “He lives in , hau 
a cave at the bottom of the Pool.” But nothing happened for 24y 
a long time, though the frogs started croaking again louder 
than ever. Serana had to hold her hands over her ears; the ; MY 
noise was simply deafening. pH 
Johnny Kingfisher pulled the vine again, so hard this 3h 1 
time that it broke and he fell over backwards, and lay for a | ie 
minute with his little legs sticking up in the air. When he Ci 
got himself up on his feet again he looked very annoyed, aa 
but when he saw that Serana was not looking at him— ‘et 
she was burying her face in her lap to keep herself from 4 uy 
laughing—he just shook out his feathers, smoothed them down as 
and pretended he hadn’t tumbled at all. When Serana looked eit 
| up she heard the bell at the bottom of the Pool ringing and ai} 
ringing, as if it would never stop, and when she looked round be) 
at Johnny Kingfisher, to see if he was as frightened as she was, 12h 
he had disappeared. Ot, 
Then she looked at the dark Pool, wondering what ie i 
would happen. Presently she saw its calm surface bubbling | f Ay 
and rising into waves, and a round thing like a wet stone ie iS 
appear in the centre and slowly rise up, until a pair of bright u 


0" . Pa 
es. SP. 
ith 
81 \ ay r 


a 


— +a + 
~~~ 


A 
¥ 
7 
dl et me 
a, Saree it, 


Pek hg aes em ee 


Ue 


: - - - ae ~ + HPS ore p68 pees 6> rey ers 

ee ; a JESS SUG SEER na is APSO CSE GER Sues ; 

——— Nr ‘ ae ee Se — ———S ea 

: — ee aaa eae aeeniaeeioal 
ee - — — = — - _ rr - = — — = 


< 


= ¥ = i wat ” 
‘> J . 7 
T oe 


— 


are 


— \ ; 
—- v _ ~~ ~~ . T. 
a *. a —— < ” >: a* . ve Ae 

SME RE Sy Se ee. OPEL LINE RE POLS BE RG AT ORE en) | 

ar erg _ 2 ean tnee aren Moo ep ee it: 


7 . é 
< ag % oss 


green eyes looked across the water straight at Serana. She 
felt as if she would sink into the earth with fright. A 
gurgling sort of voice spoke through the bubbles, though she 
eouldn’t tell what it said, and a long, thin nose, and a wide, 
thin mouth rose above the water. Then a long, thin beard 
made of shining green weeds, dripping with water, came into 
sight. Serana saw that there was no hair on the bald, round 
head, but the beard was long enough to make up for that. 


The Old Man was frightfully ugly, but he had a kindly 
look in his eyes, and the voice sounded gentle. When he spoke 
Serana did not feel nearly as frightened as she should have 
been, for his words were much more fierce than his voice. 
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“What do you want, waking me up out of a nice sleep? 
Who and what are you? Where do you come from? I don't 
know you, do I? Who brought you here?” was what he said, 
all in one breath, but he did not seem to be really angry. 


Serana began to stammer an apology, and said that 
she was awfully sorry to disturb him, but the Spirit of the 
Waterfall had sent her to him, and she added, “Because you 
are the wisest person here.” 


“Oh! did she?” said the Old Man. “Very kind of her, 
I’m sure. Didn’t want you herself, so sent you to me. That’s 
like a lot of people—pass on the nuisance to somebody else, 
with a smile and a kind message. Well, that’s not my way; 
when I find them a nuisance, I tell them so,” and he looked at 
Serana sharply, but somehow his eyes wouldn’t look as hard 
and angry as his words. “Well, now you’re here, what do you 
want, and what can I do for you?” 
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“T want your advice,” began the Fairy. 
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“You do, do you? I thought you wanted something,” 
said the Old Man, smiling, and his wide mouth became so wide 
when he smiled that Serana lost sight of the two corners 
altogether, and wanted to dodge behind him to see what had 
become of them, but she was afraid of seeming rude. 


“Well, I don’t mind giving you advice, if that’s all you 
want. I’ve always got a good stock in hand—most people 
have—and you may as well have a bit of it, if you have any 
use for it. It’s no use to me. I never take 
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“The Old Man was Frightfully Ugly.” 
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Serana was getting rather puzzled by his talk, as she 
couldn’t tell whether he was still angry at being disturbed, and 
whether he was serious or only joking, or whether he had any 
advice to give; and, if so, whether it would be of any use to 
her. All this was passing through her mind as he was 
speaking, and when he stopped she could think of nothing to 
say, so she laughed shyly. That was just what he was 
waiting for, and he seemed quite pleased that she saw his 
joke, though she didn’t see it at all. She only laughed 
because she was nervous. 


“Well,” said the Old Man, “let us get to business, 
now we understand each other. How much advice do you 
want and what sort, good, bad or indifferent?” 


All this sort of talk did not help Serana at all, and 
she did not know how to answer him; so she thought the 
best way was to ask him a question and get straight to 
the point. 


“Will you please tell me where my people are, and 
how can I find them?” she asked. 


“What a question! How should I know? [I live all 
the time at the bottom of this Pool.” He smiled a knowing 
smile, and Serana was again not sure whether he meant 
it or was only joking. “But what do you mean by ‘your 
people,’ and where should they be but in their own place? I’M 
never away from here.” 


“But you are different,” said Serana. Then she saw 
that the Old Man was going to start arguing again, so 
she went on quickly. “My people are the Fairies, like me,” 
and then she told him all that had happened to her that 
morning in the Old Bush. When she told him she had 
overslept herself, he interrupted her and said, shaking his 
bald head, “You should never do that, my dear—not until 
you’re as old as I am, and then you can do pretty much 
what you like. You'll probably not want to do anything 
then but sleep. Now, when I was a lad, I had to get 
up at five o’clock every morning, winter or summer, spring 
or autumn, or any other season of the year, and fetch 
bucketfuls of water from the creek to freshen up the Pool.” 
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Serana looked at the dark, still water, that looked 
dull and black in spite of its great depth, and she thought 
that the Old Man could not have a son himself, for the 
pool looked as if it had not been freshened up for fifty 
years. But she did not dare to say so. 

The Old Man saw her look, and must have known 
her thoughts, for he said, quickly, as if to change the 
subject, “Now, about the Magic Valley. I don’t know 
where it is, though I could easily pretend I do; but I do 
know it isn’t anywhere near here. I’ve been in this very 
spot all my life, and that’s seventy years, if it’s a day. 
But I know how you can find out about it.” 

“Oh, do tell me!” cried Serana, excitedly. 

“You must get up the very first thing in the 
morning—if you know what the first thing is,” he said; 
and when he saw Serana looking puzzled again he explained, 
“the first thing in the morning is the first ray of light 
from the rising sun—not the first thing you happen to see 
when you get up at any old time, as most people seem to 
think. That’s the only time in the day that’s any good 
to you, for you must ask the Early Bird. But first you'll 
have to catch him, and he takes some catching, I can tell 
you!” 

“What’s the Early Bird?” asked Serana. “Is he 
anything like Johnny Kingfisher?” 

“Not a bit,” said the Old Man, with a look of scorn 
at that little bird, who had come back some time before, 
and was flitting about among the shrubs, catching insects. 
Johnny didn’t hear him. Serana was glad, because she 
liked the bright little fellow, although he was such a tease; 
and the Old Man went on, “The Early Bird is a wise 
bird, and he can tell. you about almost anything you want 


to know.” 


“The Early Bird is a wise old bird, 
Who gets up when Day’s dawning, 
Because he knows 
That if he rose 
Too late in the fine, fresh morning 
The worm he needs, 
On which he feeds, 
The daylight would be warning. 
So up he gets 
And out he sets 
To catch the worm he’s needing.” 
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“How am I to know him when I see him?” asked 
the Fairy. 


“Ah, that I can’t tell you!” said the Old Man. “I 
have never seen him—only heard about him. But this I 
can tell you: when you find the Early Bird—if you ever 
do— you will find the Magic Valley.” So saying, he waved 
a dripping hand and, with a great splashing and bubbling, 
sank quickly below the surface of the Pool, which instantly 


became still and smooth again, as if it had never been 
disturbed. 


“Oh, Johnny,” said Serana to the Kingfisher, who 
came up to her at once, “you must know who the Early 
Bird is! Do tell me where I may find him.” 


“lm sure I don’t know,” said he. “None of my 
friends get up too early. But I’ll fly back to the creek 
and ask my wife; perhaps she knows. She always says 
she knows everything,” and before Serana could stop him 
he disappeared into the forest. 


So there was the poor little Fairy left all alone again. 
She sat for awhile looking into the Dark Pool, as if she 
expected to see the Old Man appear again, but at last she 
decided that she had better be moving on. 


CHAPTER IV. 


The Two Frogs and the Two Bears 


A® she wandered on through the forest, Serana soon 

found that she was quite an uncommon sort of person 
—at any rate in that part of the country—yet it was 
anything but a pleasant surprise to her to find that there 
were animals who not only do not know fairies, but are 
even afraid of them. 
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“The Glowlamp Fairy” (see p. 90). 
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When she tried to speak to a Goanna, that big, lazy wit 
creature looked up slowly at her, but as soon as he saw G4 . 
her he suddenly got lively and scurried away as quickly as ‘i 
he had ever done in his life. 


Serana was as much surprised as he was, for she 
was not at all used to that kind of treatment, but she | 
received similar scant courtesy from several other animals that ihe 
she passed, or who passed her as she wandered on, flying or f 
walking, as well as she could, through the unknown forest. 


She had no idea where to go, or where she was going 
to, but she thought it was better to be moving on, and, 
besides, she did not feel at all inclined to sit still and think. 
The search for the Early Bird seemed quite hopeless, for pe 
it was much nearer sunset than sunrise by this time, and 
she began to think that the Old Man of the Dark Pool 
was by no means the wise person the Spirit of the “ 


Waterfall had said he was, but much more like a very silly rt 
and useless person. if 
Whenever she saw a bird, Serana looked at _ it 44. 
carefully, wondering if it looked the sort of bird that would | 14 
get up early in the morning; but none of them stayed near rg! 
her long enough or close enough for her to get a good she 
look. Everything alive seemed to want to hurry on, lot 
till she began to think that perhaps it was only the " i! 
Goanna who was frightened of her, and that the others 6 5 
were really going somewhere important, and did not want pee 
to wait even a moment. That was really what was ea 
happening. But now she felt very angry with Johnny yd 
Kingfisher—who was friendly—for being so unkind as to gy! 
leave her just when she was beginning so difficult a search EA 
for something that she wouldn’t know if she saw it. nds 
ae 

Serana had been travelling on for some time, and had Lage 

once or twice thought that some of the places she came to had , ae 
a look she knew. She began to wonder if she had not, after all, 3 at 
only been walking round in a circle, as people who do not bay 
know their way often do, when she saw Johnny Kingfisher A: 
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himself sitting quite quietly on a low bush, as if he was 
waiting for her. 


“I thought you would come back,” said the little bird, 
rather cheekily. “I have got an important message for you 
from my wife. She says she is the real and only Early Bird, 
and she was so rude as to tell me that she had to get up the 
very first thing every morning—often before dawn, in fact— 
to do the housework and get the children’s breakfast, because 
I will lie abed until the sun is well up. She calls me the Late 
Mr. Kingfisher.” Then Johnny flew up to her shoulder, and 
whispered in her ear, “I will tell you a secret. My wife 
is a terrible chatterbox, and I warn you not to come to 
our house, or she'll never let you get away again. I may 
tell you that she only thinks she’s the Early Bird, for she 
never goes away from home, and never sees any other birds 
but me and the children.” When he had said that, he flew 
down again, and when Serana looked for him he was gone. 


Serana soon found that she was far too tired to go 
on again, and, as the sun was beginning to set, and there 
were now no Glowlamp Fairies to light the forest, she thought 
she had better find a comfortable place where she could 
sleep. She flew up into the very top of a high tree, so 
that when the morning came she would be able to see the 
first flush of the dawn, and so could look out for the Early 
Bird. She was not afraid, because the Moonboat Fairy, who 
takes the mortal children to slumber-land, was sailing far, far 
up in the heavens along the river of stars. 


So she made herself as comfortable as she could in 
the branches among the leaves, and went to sleep, thinking 
to herself that, this time, at any rate, she must remember 
to wake up the very first thing in the morning. And, for 
a wonder, she did remember and woke up very early indeed; 
but she was really awakened by the sweet morning-song 
of a pair of magpies, who flew about in the branches of 
the tree, carolling their glad greeting to the dawn. 
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“The Moon-boat Fairy.” 
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ae THE MAGPIES’ SONG. 
: 4 eG Welcome, welcome, Golden Sun! 
hi 5 Radiant day has just begun; 
ae F MF We are blithe and happy birds, 
A Singing ‘“Toora-loora-loora,” 
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Fairy music, fairy words. 


At the dawn of rosy day, 
“Wake and sing!” we heard you say; 
“Wake the children, wake the flowers,” 


oo " Singing ‘Toora-loora-loora,” | 
| | Daisy days and happy hours. 
tf i Thank you, thank you, Golden Sun! 
f ei Re We are up and breakfast’s done; 
Penk, We are wise and early birds, 
bet Singing ‘“Toora-loora-loora,” 
i bit ; ; Golden songs and golden words. 
a.) ie ‘- As Serana listened her heart went pit-a-pat, for, she 
| Ges thought, “Here is the very Early Bird itself—two of them 
iy i ’ together!” and she called out to the Magpie nearest to her, 
i ¢ ts . A “Please, Mr. Magpie, tell me, are you the Early Bird?” The 
Fy % magpie took no notice of her, but only flew down and joined 
t { f ; | his mate, carolling as he went, and they were soon both 
a ; 4 : lost to sight. Serana was so disappointed—and a little bit 
i : angry—that she burst into tears, and, as she could not see 
Paget 3} what she was doing, she fell off the branch on which she 
; #) was sitting, and dropped quite a long way down the tree, , 
HEN until she hung limply on a lower branch, quite near the 
} es ground. She was dismayed to find that she could not free 
Heh hi herself, but that she was hanging by her frail little wings. | 
ti Ets Y Every movement that she made to get free only made her 
Le - stick faster, for the bough seemed to be holding her tight, 
! Ft eo just out of mischief. Goodness knows how long she would 
f : ‘ re have hung there, but she heard a sudden flapping of wings 
i 5 and a noisy chattering, and, looking down, she saw her 
PER | friend, Johnny Kingfisher, and his wife. Together they 
ih: helped the forlorn little Fairy to flutter down to the ground, 
} i BY though it was a very difficult task. She felt so frightened 
i ‘ i that she put her frock over her face and shivered. She 
i aE heard voices arguing quite close to her, as she sat there. 
; i It was Johnny Kingfisher and his wife squabbling. | 
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“I ‘saw her first,” said Johnny; “and, anyhow, she 
belongs to me.” 


“But I helped her down,” said his wife, “so she 
belongs to me. You only stood by and gave orders—as you 
always do. Besides, she is a little girl, and I’m the proper 
one to look after her. Don’t I always look after the 
children; and who could look after her better than I could? 
You go away, Johnny, and see if you can find something 
useful to do at home. Goodness knows, it is time you 
did take a turn with your own children. Little Johnny 
will be getting into mischief, and Jenny isn’t much better, 
though I am teaching the child to be of some help. And 
don’t eat all the breakfast, but take the children for their 
baths in the pool, and see they don’t drown themselves, and 
comb their feathers out afterwards so they will dry, or 
the little ones will catch cold and die.” She went on talking 
while Johnny flew sulkily away, and, forgetting all about 
Serana, she flew after him, still telling him what he must 
do, and evidently determined to see that he did it. 


So the poor little Fairy climbed up on a toadstool and 
sat there alone once more. It was not long before she heard 
more talking, only this time the voices were not like the quick 
little chirpings of the Kingfishers, but more like croaks, as if 
the speakers both had bad colds. Serana looked up, and saw 
two huge frogs squabbling together, each trying to push the 
other aside and get nearer to her. When at last they saw 
her looking at them they stood still in front of her, and 
pretended they had not been quarrelling, and they made such 
elaborate bows that Serana could not help smiling. She was 
glad to find that all the animals in that part of the country 
were not frightened of her. 

“I—” began one of the frogs. 


“Excuse me, I—” said the second, standing in front of 
the other. 7 

“We—” said both together; and then they commenced 
quarrelling again. 

Serana sighed wearily. “Oh, do be sensible!” she said, 
as soon as she could make herself heard, “and try to tell me 
what you are talking about.” 
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“Well, it’s like this—” began the first frog. 

“We were walking past—” said the second. 

“Hopping,” corrected the other, “when we noticed that 
you'd had an accident.” 

“IT noticed you had had an accident,” said the second, 
“and wondered if I could help you.” 

“I wondered if I could help you,” said the first, “and I 
beg of you to accept my—” 

“My—” 

“MY—” 

ee YT 

And they went on shouting “my” at the top of their 
voices, until Serana had to clap her hands over her ears and 
shake her head vigorously to get them to stop. “Oh, do be 
quiet, please!” she called out, as soon as she could see they 
were getting calmer. “You can both help me very much, if 
you'll only be sensible.” 

“How?” they both asked at once. 

“By telling me where I may find the Early Bird.” 

They looked very disappointed, and the corners of their 
mouths dropped sulkily. 

“Never heard of him,” said the first frog. 

“Won’t I do as well?” asked the second. 

“But you are not a bird!” said Serana. 

“Why not?” asked the frog. 

“Because you haven’t feathers, and you can’t fly,” said 
Serana. | 

“I don’t see what that’s got to do with it,” said the 
second frog, and he looked at the other frog and asked, “Do 
you?” 

“Nothing whatever!” he said. “Now prove it,” he 
said to Serana, and looked as if he thought that must settle it. 

“Oh, dear! Oh, dear!” she cried. “Isn’t anybody here 
sensible? Won’t you help me to find the Early Bird?” and 


she looked at them as sweetly as ever she could, but it was no 
good. 


“We are sensible!” said the first frog; “it’s you that are 
not. Why should we help you find somebody else? That’s no 
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“They Stood Still in Front of Her” 
(see p. 93). 
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good to us, is it?” and he looked at the other frog, and they 
both started to sing—if the noise, like the gurgling of water in 
their throats, could be called singing. They sang one line after 


another— 


“No good to us,” 
“No good to me.” 
“What’s all this fuss?” 
“All about she.” 
“What’s she to us?” 
“Bless’d if I know!” 
| “What’s us to she?” 
“Naught! Off we go!” 


And, each linking his arm in the other’s, they said, 
together, “Right we are again. Let’s hop off!” They both 
turned their backs on Serana, and, with a hop, skip, and 
a jump together, side by side and arm in arm, the two 
frogs hopped away and the poor Fairy was left alone 
again. After a little while she went over to a pool and, 
climbing out on a branch overhanging the water, sat down. 
She felt so miserable that there was nothing for it but 
a good cry, and she put her hands over her face and cried 
and cried and cried, worse than she had ever done before. 


| When she felt better and looked up to see what time of 
| day it was, she saw one of the dearest little Teddy Bears she 
had ever seen sitting beside her with tears streaming down his 
fluffy little cheeks. 

But he soon brightened up when he saw that she 
was not crying any longer, and he dried his cheeks, and 
his fluffy little arms and smiled quite happily in an instant. 


“Hello, little girl, hello!” he cried, cheerily, “What’s the 
matter?” 


There was something in his kind face that made her 
think he could and would help her. 


“Don’t worry,” he said, when she had finished. “I never 


worry, and everything that’s the matter always comes right in 
the end.” 


“But I saw you crying, just now!” said the Fairy. 


“That was only to be polite,” said the Bear. “T’ll tell you 
what,” he continued, “you come with me. There’s going to be 
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| a cricket match this afternoon, and when we’ve had something 
bh S to eat at my house we'll go there. Everybody who lives 
, hereabouts will be there. They’ve been gathering together 
from all parts of the forest for days, and that’s why nobody 
would stop to talk to you. Someone’s sure to be able to tell 
you where to find the Early Bird. Perhaps somebody will be 
there who can tell you where to find the Magic Valley. There 
are some wise people about here, I can tell you.” 
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“But I can’t come to the cricket match,” said Serana. 


= 4 


“Why to goodness can’t you?” he asked, surprised. 
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i “T haven’t been invited,” she said. | 
f ¢ Py “You leave that to me; only, come along now,” said he, 
i , k and taking one of her hands in one of his chubby little paws 
EMR he helped her off the branch. Just then another Teddy Bear 
be dha came along and joined them, and the three strange friends 
t ie a went off together quite happily. 
lg 
Hg 
+ Pa 
; } Me CHAPTER V. 
dike ° | | 
HE The Cricket Match 
god 
Hh he ; 
Hy ry A nn” this queer trio walked along together in a line—or 
oh ‘ as nearly in a line as the uneven and scrub-grown path 
ae i (yh through the forest allowed—the two bears kept up a lively 
[ i ‘ey conversation together, talking across Serana in a rather rude 
iM a ‘ way, but so brightly and pleasantly that they didn’t seem 
at if rude. They talked about the coming cricket match, and 
i F ne how the animals and birds were flocking from all parts, 
i Phi “4 in a very great hurry to get there early, as the earliest not 
te ae only got the best place, but the very earliest of all was 
VER | to get a prize. : 
# : i te All this talk was very exciting to the Fairy, who, 
Re Bais when she heard the word “early,” listened as hard as ever 
i | Bs she could. It was not exciting because there was not anything 
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“Don’t Worry” he said (see p. 97). 4 
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exciting about it, but it thrilled her to hear so many 
things that she wanted to know. First of all, she now 
knew why most of the animals and birds she _ tried 
to speak to wouldn’t take any notice of her; next, and this 
was the most exciting part, the word “early” made her 
prick up her ears. Of course, her ears didn’t prick up, really, 
for such pretty little ears as hers didn’t have any sharp points to 
them, like the pixies’ and brownies’ ears, but that is a saying 
many people use, and it means “listened very hard.” Then she 
was very, very excited indeed when they spoke about the 
earliest getting a prize. That, she was now quite sure, would 
be the Early Bird. 


She tried to ask if it were, but she simply couldn’t get 
in a word edgeways, because they were such chatterboxes. 


Have you ever heard of a chatter-box— 
A box so full of “chatter,” 

It bursts the lid, and from it flows, 
An endless stream of chatter? 


It’s a box with a lid like a human mouth, 
And a tongue like a big bell’s hammer, 

And the noise it makes is just a noise, 
With little sense or grammar. 


So don’t you be a chatterbox, 
That has no sense inside it; 

And don’t just talk for the sake of talk, 
For others can’t abide it. 


She tried several times to get a word in, when one of 
the bears would have to stop the tiniest moment in his talk 
to take a quick breath. But as her first word “Is” was such 
a small one, they didn’t hear it, or thought it was only the 
buzz of a bee as it flew past, so they took no notice, but went 
on talking together. As luck would have it, presently the 
bear that was speaking at the time—and also wasn’t looking 
where he was going—tripped over a fallen tree, and tumbled 
over. He had to stop then, and Serana at once shouted out 
as quickly and as loudly as ever she could: “Is it the Early 
Bird?” 

The other Teddy-Bear was so startled that he fell over, 
too, and dragged Serana with him, and the three of them 
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were sprawling on the ground. The two bears sat up and 
rubbed their woolly heads with their woolly paws, and looked 
dazed for a few minutes, and the Fairy was so out of breath 
that she couldn’t say a word. 

Just then a Lyre-Bird looked out of the bush, and made 
a noise that sounded to Serana just like “Early Bird,” but as * 
it disappeared again at once, laughing like the Kookaburra, tae 
she knew it was only mocking her. pag 

When the three of them had recovered from their fall, rag 
the Teddy Bears looked at each other, as if trying to it 
remember what they had been talking about; so Serana was Hd 
quick to ask her question before they began again, and said, $i 
once more, “Is it the Early Bird?” 

“Is what the Early Bird?” asked both the bears 
together. 

“What you said just now,” said Serana, for her thoughts 
had been tumbled out of her head when she fell over the tree. 

“What we said just now!” said the bears to each other. 8 4 
“What did we say just now? That’s what we are trying to ys 
remember,” said the first bear to Serana. “We never begin make 
a new subject till we have done with the one we were p 
talking about.” | 

“I can’t remember,” said Serana, and she tried hard re ¢ 
to think, but she had a headache, and her memory wouldn’t 
work. 

The Teddy Bears waited a minute, politely, and then 


the first one said: “Well, if you don’t know what you want to ‘ 4 
know, how can we know what you want to know?” And the LETS 
other said, “Come along, do, all of us; we’re none of us birds, 4 
but we shall be late instead of early if we don’t hurry.” gee 
All kinds of wild creatures now began to join their 4 } f 
party, Rabbits and Bandicoots, Wallabies and Wombats, and 4 ‘ r 
there was such a crowd of animals, all hurrying so fast, D oy 
pushing each other on faster and faster, that the Fairy could ay b 
hardly breathe among all the fat, furry bodies. It was very Tye 
hot, too, so Serana stopped to pick a pale pink toadstool for a f: 
parasol. She saw one of the two frogs near her looking very 4 
smart in a top hat and spats, and he bowed to her politely. But i: 


Serana, remembering how unkind he had been, put her mt 
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nose up in the air, and marched past him. Soon she fluttered 
her wings and began to fly. There was a flock of birds flying 
overhead, so Serana flew after them, and soon was close 
behind them. They were hurrying on so fast that she could 
not quite catch them up, but in a little while they all flew down 
to the ground. There she saw a wonderful sight. 
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There was a big, green clearing in the midst of the 
forest, where the ground was quite flat and smooth, with 
nothing on it but short grass and orchids, the Fairies’ 
| favourite flower. In the centre was a little circle of space, 
ae marked off by small sticks, with a thin, vine-like wire 
along the top of them, and a strange-looking thing in the 
middle, like a very high and narrow clothes-line between 
poles. Serana had never seen a cricket match, so she did 
not know that this wasn’t a bit like a cricket pitch. All 
about her was a huge gathering of animals and birds, 
Wombats and Bandicoots, Rabbits, Platypuses and ’Possums, 
Robin Red-breasts, Blue-bonnets, greeny-blue Kingfishers, 
red and green Rosellas, gray and pink Galahs, all the dear 
fluffy beasts and the bright-hued birds of the Forest. They 
all made a lovely picture against the background of pink and 
crimson flowering Gums, Hakeas and Grevilleas. 
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Looking round the wide space, she saw a wonderful 
throne, made out of a grand old Gum-tree, standing in a 
bower, over which all the most gorgeous flowers of the Bush 
made a blaze of colour. 
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She was only just in time, for she had scarcely sat down 
on one of the few tree-stumps that was not occupied, when 
she heard a curious sound, almost as loud, and quite as 
sudden, as a crash of thunder, which startled her so much that 
she nearly fell off her seat. It was wonderful, but terribly 
noisy. At first Serana thought she was going to be 
frightened, but there was something in the sound that, ugly as 
it was, seemed friendly and jolly. Serana did not know 
if it was supposed to be singing or talking, or only just making 
a noise, as she had sometimes heard the children doing in the 
Old Bush. While she was wondering, she heard four voices 
close beside her, making the same sort of noise, and, looking 
down, she saw her friends, the two Teddy Bears, and her 
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“Serana put up Her Nose in the Air fy 
and Marched Past Him.” AY, 
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Biipeis © 18 
ae other friends, the two Frogs, with their mouths wide open— 
ye the Frogs’ mouths especially—and then she knew that they 
ae ‘ were singing. Singing! Oh! was there ever such a song sung 
Hage before in the world? It was more like a tin-kettle band, with 
ih : i hundreds of wooden drums and hundreds of fog-horns to help 
a a it out, and croaks, squeaks, rattles, booms and bangs mixed up 
Te in it. 
ee What could it all be about? Serana was thinking how 
| be she could find out, and was going to ask one of the bears who 
: ayy was nearest to her, when the noise suddenly ceased. She 
HL A i was not a bit surprised to hear great guffaws of laughter 
ahaa from the Kookaburras in the tall trees, and she was glad to 
ay ; join in their laughter without seeming to be rude. When the 
4 ‘ ‘ Kookaburras had had a good laugh, they stopped just as 
ae suddenly as the animals had done, and then, at once, all the 
ay. birds joined together in a chorus—and such a chorus! So 
ai ‘ sweet and joyful that the whole forest listened, and even the 
is | branches of the trees seemed to sway with the music. Never 
fe was anything more lovely heard in the Bush. Serana sat still, 
Af bit listening, and thinking that she must be dreaming. 
the The splendid chorus, with its carols and trills and bells, 
| h was slowly ending, when a shout was heard all around the 
i if clearing, and a great flock of large Dragon-flies and 
W PE " Butterflies appeared, each kind grouped together in separate 
} at parties, making a pattern of bright colours, the wings and 
5 bodies of the Dragon-flies, which led the way, glistening like 
iP eo H crystal in the rays of the sun that shot through the trees in 
i Be it brilliant shafts of light. 


All heads were now turned towards a wide space 
b | between two rows of very tall, straight trees. Serana looked, 

E too, and saw a great number of big Old-man Kangaroos leaping 
along in a body, their front paws holding strong cords made of 
twisted Honeysuckle vines. Behind them came, trundling 
along the track, a car made of gum boughs, bright with red, 
pink, yellow and green tufts of flowers, in the middle of which, 
on a chair hewn out of a Gum-tree, sat a strange and 
wonderful figure. Serana at first thought it was a giant Man, 
and she felt terribly frightened, but she soon saw it was not 
like any Man she had seen at a distance in the Old Bush. 
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It was neither a man nor an animal, but something. between 
the two, Serana thought ; but more like a tree than either, 
with a head like a big bunch of leaves, arms and legs like 
branches, and a body like the solid bare trunk. 


As soon as the car appeared in the clearing, the birds 
stopped singing, and the animals stood up at once, and 
shouted out, “Hail, the Bush King! Honour to our King! 
King Silence!” Then they all dropped suddenly on the 
ground, bowing before him, as his chariot stopped at the head 
of the track, the big Kangaroos standing like a guard on 
either side. When the Fairy looked at the Bush King more 
carefully, she saw that he had no face—no eyes, no mouth, no 
ears—yet he seemed to see and hear all that was going on, as 
if he knew. He waved his great arms, and bowed his head as 
if to let his people know that he accepted their greetings, 
though he made no sound at all. 


Hail, the Bush King! King Silence! Hail, Bush King! 
With shouts and songs they make the forest ring. 
Though he is silent, blind, and deaf, he knows 

All that the Bush can tell, and so he shows 

He is the King of all the country round, 

And he commands, although he makes no sound. 


Then there was a great bustling in the clearing. Some 
of the animals had come out from among the others, and 
Serana saw that they were the oldest and largest of all. They 
were very grand and fussy, and made a great to-do about 
everything, though they seemed to be doing nothing at all, like 
the dummy-clowns at the circus. When they had fussed about 
for a time, they went to the King’s throne and squatted down 
in front of it, as if to show how important they were. Then 
the Fairy saw that in the ring in the centre of the clearing 
several Crickets were standing, looking towards the King, as 
if waiting for a sign. This came very soon, the Bush King 
holding up one arm and putting it down again. 


As soon as he had given the sign, the Crickets, one after 
the other, began jumping up in the air, as high as ever they 
could, though none of them got anywhere near the line drawn 
across the top of the two saplings. Some of those that jumped 
fell down and lay on the ground, too tired to try again. All 
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the animals watched them with great excitement, and called 
out to them, cheering them when they jumped, or jeering them 
when they failed, until at last one of them jumped on to a 
heap of others who had fallen down, then on to the back of a 
big one that had just landed on the others, and, with a great 
spring, jumped right over the line, and the cheers of the 
animals and the laughter of the Kookaburras showed Serana 
that he had won. Then the victor leaped over to the Bush 
King, and bowed before him, and all the birds burst out again 
into their joyous chorus. 


That seemed to be all the cricket match. Serana 
thought it was very silly, but everybody else seemed quite 
satisfied. As a matter of fact, they were all glad when it was 
over, because they had not come to see the cricket match at all, 
but to enjoy the best part of the picnic, which was the feast 
of good eatables that had been brought from all parts of the 
forest for days and days, for this was their harvest festival. 
All the creatures were now busy running or flying, jumping 
or crawling, backwards and forwards, and in a very little 
while they had brought baskets full of berries and nuts and 
honey and seeds, and then, squatting down in the clearing, they 
had a great picnic, which they seemed to enjoy very much. They 
went on eating and eating and chatting and laughing, having 
a very good time. 


Nor was the Fairy, while she sat chatting to a 
Kookaburra, altogether forgotten, for her two Teddy Bear 
friends brought her two neat little baskets, covered with 
flowers, and filled with some of the best of the nuts and berries. 
Serana sat down with them, and the three friends had a 
pleasant feast, the Teddy Bears talking all the time. 


Suddenly out of the sky above the clearing came sailing 
along on wide, outspread wings, which flap-flapped slowly in 
the air, a great, brown bird, with a hooked beak, and big, 
staring eyes. 

At once there was a rush towards the Bush King, with 
shouts and squeals of fright, and the Bush King stood up in 
his leafy chariot and waved his arms, signing to the animals 
to come to him. When they had all gathered closely round 
him, the Old-Man Kangaroos took the reins again in their 
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“While She Sat Chatting to a Kookaburra.” 
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paws, and began to drag the chariot away into the thick. bush, 
all the others following closely behind. Even the two Teddy 
art x Bears ran away as soon as they saw the great bird, leaving 
Wig. ‘ the Fairy Serana alone on her tree-stump, with the two 
Ts baskets beside her, still full of nuts and berries. The birds 
in had all flown off with a great noise of squawking and fluttering 
of wings, and in a moment there was not a living thing but 3 | 
| Serana left in the clearing. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Where the Eagles Build 


ERANA was surprised to find that she was not a bit 
frightened of the great bird, and thought all the animals 
and birds very silly to run away so quickly and make such a 
fuss. But then, she had never seen an Eagle before, and did 
; not know that it was the terror of the forest. 


She sat on her tree-stump, looking up at it, and the idea 
RAE 3 came into her mind that perhaps this wonderful creature was 
teh RY the real Early Bird, come to fetch her and carry her off at 
ne } - last to the Magic Valley. It was such a strong-looking bird, 
PERE Ahh and was sailing down so straight towards her that she 
| . thought it must surely be coming to fetch her. She looked up 
at it as it came nearer and nearer, and she picked up the 
baskets, standing waiting for it, certain in her mind that she 
was now going off for a real journey. 


=. pe ae 
= 2" 


Nearer and nearer it came, until it was quite close to 
: her. She now saw its strong claws, like hooks. The next 


: moment they picked her up, and she was soon being drawn up, | 

up, up, with terrific speed, into the air, the great brown wings _ 

| flapping noisily on each side of her. She held on tightly to . 

the baskets, for she knew she would be hungry again before 

big long, and she looked down to see if there was anything to be 3 
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seen of the animals and the Bush King. But she could not mie 
see the clearing, for, just above it, there was a dense flock of f 
: birds, flying up after them and making angry noises. All the | 
birds hate and fear the Eagles, for they know their growing S oF 
children are never safe from them, but though they fear these | 
great, cruel birds when they are alone, they sometimes fly 
together in flocks, and hunt them away from the forest. They ‘ 
had seen the Eagle swoop down on the little Fairy, and lift her : 
up into the air with its claws, and so they flocked together at 
once to try to rescue her, as they would have done if it had 
been a bird that was being stolen. 


Serana did not know this, but she watched the birds 
flying up towards them, and thought how lovely they looked, 
with the sun shining on their bright, fluttering wings, which 


seemed to glisten with sparks of light. The Eagle only 7% , 
hurried on a little faster, but did not seem a bit afraid of them, BS ie 
sweeping the air in grand style with its strong, wide wings, a 
and looking far ahead with its staring eyes as if to see its ‘ f i 


distant home. It had gone a long way, with the flock of birds 
still flying after it, when, not far away, Serana saw a rugged 
mountain, with boulders of rock jutting out at the top, and 
trees clinging to its sides beneath, looking very wild and ie A 
barren and not at all like the home of any living creature. (x9 


eS 

The birds were still flying after them, but they did not co ; 

seem able to get very close, and, before they could catch up eh 
to the Eagle, it had reached the mountain, and alighted with a 
Serana on a jutting rock near the top. It put her down there elt 
quite gently, and she saw that she was standing in a great Be 
nest, made of sticks, and not at all comfortable like the birds’ an a 
nests she knew, and had sometimes found so cosy to sleep in. 5 te 
There, sitting around her, were four funny-looking, fluffy little en 


Kaglets, with big beaks and eyes and bald heads, and their 
mouths wide open, looking very greedy. 


Serana did not like the look of them at all, for they ae 
were not like the dear little bird-babies she knew, and when she ee 
spoke to them they took no notice, but only sat there with their 
mouths wide open, looking as if they were only made of 
mouths. She was even a little frightened when she 
remembered that her friend the Dragon-fly Fairy had once 
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nothing to help her, and flew away again. The Eagle flapped 
his wings and stuck out his head at them, as if he was proud 


? 


that he had beaten them in the race. 
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fi i told her how a bird with a big mouth had tried to catch 
ay her. She thought they must be terribly hungry, and, as 
: Ve: she had a kind heart, like all Fairies, she took some berries and 
a nuts out of her baskets and put them into each of their mouths | 
: : EY as quickly as ever she could. They just swallowed the berries | 
| ret , without shutting their mouths, and the big Eagle sat on the 
: i: ; rock above and looked down at the flock of birds that | 
| i; were now hovering to and fro close below, as if they did not 
th HY know what to do, or how to rescue the captive Fairy. After | 
a i R a time, during which they kept making an angry noise and ! 
ne fiying about, looking at Serana, and surprised to see her | 
§ t i feeding the Eaglets, they seemed to think they could do 
Hat 
i; t Serana stayed there for a time, feeding the little Eaglets 
| } Ne until, one by one, they fell asleep; and then she looked up at the I 
Hy +! big Eagle, and said: “Are you the Early Bird, please?” He 
hi ) only looked at her with his glaring brown eyes, frowning at | 
a. f eH her, but the Fairy could see that he was not angry, but looked | 
Pepe almost kind, and she thought that he must be happy because 
I ‘ she had fed his young ones. She spoke to him again, but still 
& + he only looked at her, and then she knew that he did not know ) 
i what she had said. But she tried again, and this time she ' 
| asked, “Can you tell me where is the Magic Valley?” But now | 
his eyes began to blink, and, after blinking several times and 
frowning, he put his head under one of his wings, and sat so il 
still for such a long time that Serana knew he must have gone | 
to sleep. Far, far away in the distance she could see a dull red 


glow and clouds of smoke rising to the sky, and knew that the | 
Spark Sprite must be flying among some forest giants, and | 
leading the cruel bushfire on to their destruction. 
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She wondered what she should do next. At any rate, she | 
: was glad that she had been carried such a long way on her 
h journey so easily, and, plucking up her courage, she flew down 
, ‘ from the rocks, steadying herself with her wings and holding 
FY out her arms, as she went down, down, down, past the steep, 
i 7 4 _ rocky side of the mountain. When she came to a place nearby | 
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“The Dragon Fly 
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* : ¢ where the trees were growing, she flew on to one of the ] 
, branches, and looked about her. | 
Sitting on the trees all round her were numbers of tl 
‘ birds. She knew they were the same birds who had tried to | 
i save her from the Eagle, because, as soon as they saw her, 
: they sang a song of joy, and gathered around her on the 
uh branches near, chatting to her in many languages she did not 
a know, but all trying to tell her how glad they were to see her 
ae i again, safe and sound, and none the worse for her adventure. | 
4 of They seemed to have been waiting there for a chance to rescue 
4 i her, and, after a good deal of chatter, they all flew out of the 
i 4 trees into the air, looking back at Serana as if asking her to 
: Ek go with them. So she flew away with them, and was glad to | 
: i see that they did not take her back to the forest and the | 
if fe clearing, but led her away beyond the mountain to a wide | 
ih t plain, where there was a river flowing, and green gullies with 
3 ferns and trees full of nests. | 


. = 


| Then she knew that she was in the birds’ own home, 
+ and felt very glad, because now she must be in a safe place, 
: where all the good and kind and beautiful birds live in safety 
i? and happiness. 
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H Hic | Surely, she thought, among all these kind birds, she | 
Bean would at last find the one she was seeking. So, when they | 
| ih Wa settled quietly among the trees, she stayed with them, hoping | 
bere M 7 that soon some of them would say something she could | 
( y UF understand, and then she could ask which of them was the 

EDD & Early Bird. 


t 

When they had been talking again among themselves for 

f a time, some of the birds went away and soon returned, | 
. bringing in their beaks berries and nuts, and putting them on 

ae her lap. Though they were chattering together as much 

‘a as ever, she could not understand what any of them were | 
saying. She asked one who sat nearest if it could tell her | 

; | which was the Early Bird, but it only chattered the same as 

ever, and still she could not understand. Then it began to 

sing, and Serana was happy listening to such a sweet song, 

a but even that did not help her at all, except to make her feel 
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very happy; she did not know why—and this is the song it 
sang— 


Pretty, pretty, sweet, sweet, sweet, 
Happy, happy, hear us greet 

All the brightness of the Day 
When the shadows fly away. 


Joyful, joyful, tra-la-la, 

We are happiest by far; 

Happiest of all that lives 

When the morn its blessing gives. 


Sweet our song, and sweet are we, 
When we sing so merrily; 

Listen how our music floats 

To the sky in liquid notes 


Tra-la-la! O, hear them swell; 
Higher, higher, up they well, 

Like the bubbles in a stream, 
Dancing in the sun’s bright gleam. 


Happy, happy! What delight 
"Tis to rise towards the light, 
Chasing sunbeams in the sky 
As we upward, upward fly. 
Tra-la-la! Tra-la-la-la! 


And now the sun began to set, and the birds began to 
make themselves snug in their nests and on the branches for 
the night. Serana was feeling tired after her exciting day, 
and soon she and all the birds were fast asleep. 


CHAPTER VII. 


The Witch-bird 


d epee night Serana did something she had sometimes done 

before, though it was something that ordinary Fairies very 
seldom do. She dreamed a dream, and the reason why Fairies 
do not dream is that they live dreams, as a rule, instead of 
dreaming them. But Serana was not quite the same as her 
sister-Fairies; she was very much more like a little human girl. 
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Serana was always a bit of a puzzle to the other Fairies, for she 
was much more sleepy, much slower, not nearly so quick at 
understanding things, and was never able to see very far 
beyond her pretty little nose—which means that she couldn't 
see what was on the other side of anything or anywhere, as 
the other Fairies can. 


It is no good trying to hide anything from a Fairy; she 
will always be able to see it, and know all about it. It is no 
good telling a Fairy one thing and meaning another, for a 
real Fairy is able to see into your mid. But Serana was such 
a sleepy-head, as we know, especially when she was among 
her own people and could leave things to them—that she 
seldom troubled about anything, but just enjoyed herself 
when she was awake, and dreamt of happy things when she 
was asleep. So it was not a strange thing that Serana should 
dream a dream, and that it should be a wonderful—even 
a magic dream. 


She dreamed that she was in a magic place, so that it 
didn’t seem a place at all. It was certainly not the Old Bush 
or the Forest of the Bush King, or the Eagle’s rocky 
mountain, or the birds’ peaceful gully; only, she knew she was 
somewhere—or how could she be there at all? Serana did not 
puzzle her head about this in the dream, of course, and might 
not have bothered even if she had been awake; but nobody is 
puzzled in a dream, so that isn’t strange. But Serana was 
there, wherever it was, and she knew somehow that it was 
where she had always wanted to be. 


It was very bright and shiny; the air was as fresh as 
the morning—not too hot and not too cold—and there was not 
the faintest breeze, and not the least chance of rain. What 
pleased her most was that all the Fairies from the Old Bush 
were there, and that they were all very happy, having joyous 
rides on the Butterfly Ferry, dancing, skipping, flying, and 
singing such sweet songs that their sound was like the scent 
of the sweetest flowers. In fact, Serana did not know for 
certain whether it was the songs she heard or the flowers she 
smelt, for the air was just as full of scent as it was of sound. 
The Fairies danced about and waved their arms and their 


116 


tpegege pepe come tere Me cect eye ctg tree ec eceng woe eeeene we 


OS Paryryae sted 


5 


a 

» 

1 

\ 

. 

) The Butterfly Ferry 
\y 

| 

| 

: 


Sa 


SS - — 


EFI ORy 


= - _— + » . 
2 ae “ met ep oR =~ te - v Rae > ~* —_- —— — se ~* _ es —— o —— + - . : pod ae on 2 ~~ J at = ae ; 2 
a : — eee ES = > —— ~ nee veneer : < =p - : = ; = 


> aes te , + — - re ~ ~ — - tne i oe SP ae > é oo ~~ > > ~ 
ate 7 < < ~ nts . ats a : ~ ant ain , = a — a -— - . —— Bm, — = a > = = = ° —— ~~ oe *. ta = nee: . 7 ~ 
4 3 a am ne % _ —_—— * - e ay ear ey es : Fie oe = = ¥ 7 _ aed “ a F » anion 2. >. 
eh - ‘ a = & Peo + w= : : : 5 —~. nt on , = a ol a i ; ~ ‘ z : . e ' . ; $. S , ; % _ s - * - ss : sal 
| i ee eee SOCe CEN ee Se eee es Pees = Pee TOU TCT Pee Pee eS ee ae etl Ak Ee ee ee ee ’ 7 . 2 ae oe ee ee eS eee ee, ee en ee eee ne ee ee ee ee Oe ee ee ee eee —" suite ent a 2 Ea Te ee > Ss Sane tome on po ee Ne ee LE al 
A ; ; es ~ : ye 
ver d pail . ody 4& : & . = , 7 tt : in a . ~ ™ m me -s a / 
. ae ~ : 2 . - . ‘ . : — a . 
<4 a ee ee we niet = wa Cee —— ae re _ eee =" ee eS ee “a - _— Sis Teg Se = Rh —— —— - a ree rae te ee Reet ee oeteetllitae amend enna a gm. a ae a mee —— SS FR 60 gg a ge ee ee ee — ~ 
\ ' . < Et 


ae ba greenies? “ 


. “ee Pi ” 1 ms 
iets : ; 3 ° 
pate Pageeiets jsiegeistricleiriatel saga satessresieatsgatetitstitete tet eteletas ater tepithcate etesitetegitere rel atelepihpetetenis te pant srscigsritagotinacicititatetcititaticicariatsicstsinatsnatig thes beatatitatittste’ ototelatet stetvestreravaesertatsertsate attest atstatecitestracurirerietcet hearatizeeiticsebelersiebesetetereiedeieseleieteisieseheiscnieieinicieisaleiegeinle Winteindsintobeteistebedahetebebete lates einteisteleteteis Seteteletegite Bie BlS eteetetetetetetes . 
; j . a+ tP +37 $ 4 tht. beGseneseelse re trees, et ro is Wit > iebtas] rhe : : $ +e ye es bi? : TAR Siletetsti te eet ets Pree z a 5 
oy syetet oebeledipelasu bot iL reteset ie cettes tenis vteeraerdg siete tae ti relecalele titan coterie neta eeye ye tig riscasagseastssatcessisasieparsiigiesgalveareterizers:riistetGetatstatetatssotitatetatstytovasssossttvetettelstetstatetetatatesprecsaats'atete'staturetetetstats tats ainniceletetstelitetslitatbletstabtatattstitelatstatirst stat stinststisesting dais srittveiinne namtete tema error Eee arte ere ishiieestee 
i ieee e MMMM be HH Ot vate! HAMPERS PCH PCP aE PEE eatetetetesitoteciceti rege. THeUME EME EMMEE RISEN htt Hie MPa reS pies pated beiblalebelecetaieintalelelitalelstileleleletels lstetetiateteteterseretirareeratacereticitatess otate: saci tete tate: Ses seiertarebsrsescstesiegresaratasgratatecer tetas states etaseeelges ais igeateessesioe piieprye leche tele ate teh hate 
S ate, ’ . 4 ooh on 4 tate, " > “3 + * eere se * et ere stres © * , ete! eee, pistes . es rey treres ets, raat oo ; : . - : lets stats! . * ae 4 { 4 =e > ete" 
ATO fe TES Bete raceisrereteciceaersnten ateaesias etesateateistsscotercsmastiesitucstiti isa t tutus lesteccslstesEsritssecetuatstaatitits es terezetetataceletecotocat econ Hu tritee Sea Te serrecetitecstitetbestancisstsesentsaststensstatee grass iieatstsee atetacet nobbtitiiey EES atseetintsiae re issdiintesmiiarasaitgetcrsestaeatenstaratate eitaibent statute aterebatiectaes pte seceotata latinas 
7 ——— : : aapeveuneeere aenete errr nrrenere ret are <= re = == = = ee = Sa ee = epee ere Sj = NRE Say “ = = = me — ae ~ oor os 
= — Ace Sateen > ae ees ~ SSS ae = 
; 
: 
EW y leona ita itch, aninele Arwen ntapeneenel 5 Ar baeh = « 
eetaahichaateiientaena tel 
spansiewretiinisienrmntltaettiertanin-ondhe. 
sibility cs ei 
| . Paask A, te ec ahaa esr 1 deple NRienseca amamnatin 
. 
' 
k 
; ‘ 
, 
i 
ia 
‘ 
° 
ee ee , a . ; =" + ; Pee vw an er > ies 


eR ae 
o> aw 


—————— ee 
== nnn 
4 


— Te ae 


| bright-coloured fluttering skirts till they looked like flowers 
opening and shutting, budding and blooming. 


| Serana was not looking on, but was dancing among them, 
and it was a strange thing that she was just as bright and 
lively as any of them. She felt just what a real Fairy should 
feel like—a ray of sunshine, the ripple of water, the scent of 
flowers, the colour of the rainbow, the tune of a song. All the 
Fairies were chasing sunbeams, and catching them, too; 
playing ball with rainbow bubbles; throwing stars into the air 
without throwing them all away; twisting threads of rainbow 
colours into wonderful patterns, skipping and jumping over 
little clouds and riding on the largest ones as they floated 
| away. And over all of them was a great bird, with wings 
outstretched; but it was not a bit like the Eagle, being light 
as air and as bright-coloured as the rainbow, and though its 
wings were spread wide, it did not cast any shadow, and it did 
not move away from the place where the Fairies were. 


— 


Though Serana was dancing as she had never danced 
before, she did not feel the least bit tired—in fact, she did not 
feel anything at all. When she touched herself to find out if 
it was all true, she could not feel herself. Yet, inside of her, 
she could feel the joy of being alive, without anything to think 
| of and worry about; nothing to do and nowhere to have to 
go; nothing to have to remember, and nothing to want to 
forget. And then, suddenly, her dream changed, and it was 
not like a dream at all this time, for she seemed to be sitting 
at night alone, as she sometimes did, on the bough of an old 
tree, so old that it was all wrinkled and grey, with very little 
life in it, and everything around was very quiet and peaceful. 
It was allso quiet, in fact, that she was startled when she 
heard, quite close to her, the queer, sad call of an Owl. 
“Mo-poke! Mo-poke!” it seemed to say, and, looking towards 
the big moon that was shining low in the sky, she saw, 
showing black against its light, sitting on a branch nearby, a 
strange-looking thing, rather like a bird, but not the same as 
those she knew well—not even like the Kookaburra. It had a 
big, round head and hunched-up shoulders, and never moved a 
| bit, not even when it said, over and over again, “Mo-poke! 
| Mo-poke! Mo-poke!” She could not see whether it was facing 
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her or the moon, but, as it looked so lonely, she thought she 
would speak to it, so she said, “Please, tell me—” and then she 
stopped to see if it was taking any notice of her. It didn’t for 
some time, but only said, “Mo-poke! Mo-poke! Mo-poke!” more 
sadly than ever. | 
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So after a while Serana tried again. “Please, can you 
tell me—” and then it turned its head round, without turning 
its body, for it was looking at the moon, and Serana saw a 
short, hooked beak and a wide-open mouth, and two solemn- 
looking eyes. She thought she heard it say “What?” short 
and quick. 
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“What’s the Early Bird?” asked Serana, as quickly 
as she could. 
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“Me!” said the bird. 


“Are you a bird?” asked Serana, for she was still in 
doubt. 


ae 


“Tm the only bird?” said the Owl. And then it said 
“Mo-poke!” more sadly than ever. 


“Oh, dear, no!” said Serana, as politely as she could. 
“There are lots and lots here, and they’re not a bit like you.” 


“If you know best, why ask me?” said the Owl, getting 
huffy. | 


“You look so wise that I thought you might help me to 
find my people,” said the Fairy, hastily, thinking she had better 
change the subject. 


“Tl tell you how,” said the Owl, cheering up at once. 


“Will you?” said Serana, eagerly. “Oh, you are a 
duck!” 


“Tm not!” said the Owl; “nasty, clumsy, quacking things, 
that live on the water, and can scarcely fly at all. I shan’t help 
you now, so there. Go away! Mo-poke! Mo-poke!” 


It was evidently a very short-tempered bird. 
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“A Tennis Tournament” 


(see p. 124) 
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Hae ie : 
a ) “T mean you’re an Angel,” said poor Serana, almost | 
8 | Li go : distracted. | 
Hae: “I am NOT!” shrieked the Owl. “How dare you? Not 
ay Pah : even a bird at all—just copy-cats, who try to fly like us. 
- a You’re very rude; you'll be saying I’m an aeroplane, next!” 
ih eG This was too much for Serana, who burst into tears. 
} | ah ; | The Owl hunched its wings and fluffed its feathers. At last 
4 uy Se a kindly look came into its round eyes. “Well, cheer up!” it 
: I i y eats said, “I expect you didn’t mean it. You don’t seem a bad little 
bt ii rs thing. I'll tell you how to find your people—the cloud-bird, at 
PERE R23 dawn.” And it turned its head again and said “Mo-poke! 
ag | Mo-poke!” over and over, and refused to say anything else. 
Ru | ae After a while Serana heard a loud flap-flap of wings, 
ae) Ri and, looking up, saw the Owl flying slowly away, for by now 
ist is : the day was just breaking. She knew, then, that she had not 
Wi % dreamed about the Owl, after all, and wondered if she had 
bythe dreamed the other ‘dream, for she suddenly remembered the 
it big, beautiful bird that was like a cloud. She felt very excited, 
se thinking that, perhaps, she would really find the Cloud-bird 
| ie which the Owl told her was the Early Bird itself. 
Li ‘ : Now she saw the first pink flush of the dawn creeping 
ui ee up, and low in the sky she saw a rosy cloud, all light and 
¥ i | feathery, just like a big bird with spreading wings flying up 


over the edge of the world, and she called out, “The Cloud-bird! 
The Early Bird itself! The first bird of the dawn, the Earliest 
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it a Bird!” Not one of the other birds had so much as taken its 
| hey bhp head from under its wing, and they were all still sleeping 
j \ ik soundly. Serana flew up into the sky to get a better look, and 
‘ . Bt there, sure enough, coming towards her, floating quickly 
t through the clear sky without moving its wings, was the very 


same Cloud-bird she had seen in her beautiful dream. Her 
dream had come so true that she was sure now it could not 
iy have been a dream at all. | 
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She flew and flew and flew towards it, getting as high 
up in the sky as ever she could, and it came nearer and nearer 
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| | to her, growing bigger as it came, until it was quite close to 
H . r her. In a moment, she found that she was sitting on its back 
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“Washed Their Gossamer Frocks in 
Dew” (see p. 124). 
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fy ; 
Pre Et. —its soft, rosy-coloured back, lovely as the Dawn—with its 
: 1 ; + wide wings spread out on each side of her, so still and 
haa ms straight that she wondered how it could be moving so quickly. 
ACY r ‘ It was so large that Serana could not see anything below her, 
q {i } ‘ but only the clear sky above, which was gradually getting 
| | Ve ‘ brighter and brighter. On, on they went, the Cloud-bird 
f! a fy carrying her over the birds’ gully, and out towards the 
| st \ mountains of Make-Believe, that she now saw purple in the 
i St aes distance. On, on they went, quicker and quicker, until they 
i ; i came to the dim forest of Dreamland, which she could scarcely 
t ae see; then over the sad little land of the Never-Never, on which no 
if ‘ ; trees grew, and there was nothing that seemed alive; and then 
adh i b there burst upon her sight a brilliant glow of magic light, so 
ele bright and glistening that she had to shut her eyes for a 
fi ‘ : moment—though she didn’t want to—as they sailed on nearer 
t | ie ; and nearer. 
RE ik |S} 
a + a, Serana knew then that she had at last reached her true 
if i i : home. 


Her heart gave a great leap of joy, and she stood up on 
nie the Cloud-bird’s back and, spreading her wings and singing a 
‘ glad song, that seemed to float away from her towards the 
Magic Valley; she discovered then that she was flying by 
herself, and, looking back, could see nothing of the Early Bird. 
The rosy cloud had disappeared. So she just called out, 
“Thank you, thank you, dear Early Bird!” hoping it would 
hear. 
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On and on she flew, till she met what seemed at first 
another cloud, but was really the rainbow-tinted company of 
her Fairy friends. 
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How glad they were to have her safe with them at last 
in their own Magic Valley, and what celebrations there were 
in honour of her arrival! 
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ef It was decided to hold a tennis tournament and a 
regatta, ending with a great ball by moonlight. 
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All the Fairies washed their gossamer frocks in dew, 
i. with moonbeams for soapsuds, and the best artists were very 
; busy rejewelling and painting wings. 
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“A Regatta.” 
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* Et The spiders almost went on strike, so many tennis 

a hice , racquets they had to spin, besides a whole tennis-net, which it 

Bt \ took a dozen of them to finish, all working overtime. 

4 aii But when the great day came, even the spiders did not 
it grumble. Everything was so beautiful and exciting that the 

: ht rt very crossest of them enjoyed himself. 

| he ii As for our sleepy little friend, Serana; she had such a 

le be by wonderful time that when the great ball was in full swing and 
We ae everything at its gayest, she began to feel drowsier and 

fe He ae : drowsier. You wouldn’t have believed it of her after all she had 
ce ' suffered through being such a sleepy-head, would you? But 
Pit ‘ at last her eyelids wouldn’t keep open any longer. She crept 
aj i away and found a big, silky, pink rose. Into it she crept, 
1 ni | tucked up her little legs and curled up her little wings, and 
i ay, Ries drew the petals well round her, and was soon fast asleep. 
He | Now, there is a Fairy Prince called Quicksilver. He is 
: rats hy: the quickest, the merriest, the most mischievous and the most 
th wide-awake of all the Fairies. 
' i ; He grew tired of dancing politely with the other Fairies, 
+ and searching round to see what mischief he could do, he 
hk igs chanced on the big pink rose and Serana curled up inside it. 
rr fe? He thought he had never, never seen anything so pretty, so he 
aa in pulled back the petals and gave her such a big kiss that it 
i ti " wakened even Serana. She sat up and rubbed the sleep out 
! f i i ¢ of her eyes, and liked the look of him quite as much as he liked 
} ui The ae the look of her. 
if gi So they decided to get married. It was a good thing, 
i i Ht st too, as there was no chance of Serana being too lazy with 
4 i ‘ ait Quicksilver about, and she kept him out of mischief. 
‘ pd Serana’s greatest friend was the chief bridesmaid, and all 
iW | ' ; her Old Bush friends were invited to the wedding, and came in 
i i eek thousands, all bringing some little present for the Bride. One 
t} gy of the Frogs, whom Serana had forgiven by this time, married 
i it ce them, and the Bears quarrelled so much as to which of them 
4 \- , should be Best Man that neither of them turned up in time. 
4 i RY It was just as well, as they would have been certain to talk all 
j ! F the time. Johnny Kingfisher was there with his wife and family, 
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“Serana’s Greatest Friend was Bridesmaid.” 
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and the mischievous little Willie Wagtail, who played pranks 
on all the guests. Even the old Possum managed to get there, 
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tht and, what is more remarkable, remained right side up during the 

BP Po ceremony. 

hak p 

5 at ; The Mo-poke made a speech, and was not a bit grumpy. 

| i : | r If you had only known to listen very, very hard that 
) Die night—it was a moonlight night—you would have heard a faint 
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sweet chiming—ting-a-ling-ting-a-ling-ling. You would have 
heard the bluebells ringing for Serana’s wedding in the 
far-away Magic Valley. 
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[THE END. ] 
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Flower of the Foam 


Pear-blossom, in an orchard green, 
As white as snow my eyes have seen, 
Around my inland home; 
| Here the great garden of the sea— 
Where every wave is like a tree— 
| Is all aflower with foam. 


At home the stripy, velvet bees 
Flit humming through the scented trees, 
And lull a child to sleep; 
Here the strange, lovely, pink-lipp’d shells 
Make music dim, like fairy-bells 
Drowned far beneath the deep. 


| And there a little child like me 
Can climb the tallest, tip-top tree, 
And almost catch a star; 
) Here, Sea-Child of the opal cave, 
You lightly climb the highest wave: 
Oh, tell me who you are! 
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And vanish out of sight— 
Flown like a dream by night. 
And maybe you know me 
when I play upon the sand, 
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Fled like a petal breezes blow, 


As the moon silvers cloud’s dark edge 
Flower of the Foam—the ocean’s child— 


You glimmer on that rocky ledge, 

I think I know you, sweet and wild 

You often run and touch my hand, 
And scamper back to sea. 


Gone like a flake of fallen snow, 
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Flower of the Foam. 
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The Shingle in Fairyland 
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The Fairies had never regarded the styles 

Of London, Hong Kong, or the Cannibal Isles; 
The modes of Vienna and Paris the Elves 
Politely refused—they had modes for themselves. 
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Their frocks were of rose-leaf and bits of blue sky, 

Of moonshine and rainbow and clouds drifting by; 

Their beautiful tresses they wore in long curls, 

With wreaths of white daisies, and dewdrops for pearls. 
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Imagine, I pray, the sensation and shock 
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When a Fairy arrived in a very short frock, 

(? A rose on her shoulder, her nose in the air, 

i Pert wings and a shingle, instead of long hair. 
Pa Rae ee 

i ee She had been to the Land of the Mortals below, 
t e To a very big city, whose name I don’t know; 
Pat se The Queen of the Fairies had issued a writ 
REMY iy Prohibiting Fairies from mentioning it. 


a Alas for the plans of the wise little Queen— 
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ERY fb The shingle was popular once it was seen! 

(' | me So the Queen passed a law, in the depths of despair, 

! \ | “CLIPP’D WINGS MUST BE WORN IF ONE SHINGLES THE HAIR.” 
{ A bevy of Fairies, in fury and scorn, 

BBs th Flew off to the Earth on the following morn; 

pmo But the Fairies of Dewdrop and Daisy and Star 

{ ‘bay gl Have agreed with one voice to stay just as they are. 
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The Shingle in Fairyland. 
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FAIRYLAND ” 


The Bird’s Funeral 


I found a little dead birdie 
Under my window-sill, 
With little brown fluffled feathers, 
And stiff little claws and bill; “i 
I took him in by the fireside, ; 
And wrapped him in dolly’s shawl, 
But his dewdrop eyes were shut up tight, 
And he wouldn’t wake at all. 


I took my little green waggon, 
With its wheels all painted red, 
And harnessed dear old Dobbin, 
Who hasn’t any head; | 
| He has no eyes to cry with, ae 
| But his heart was sad inside; ‘ 
And in Mummy’s bestest hanky 


The little dead bird I tied. 


I buried him out in the garden, 

In a hole all soft with moss, 
And covered the grave with daisies, 

And put at the head a cross; 
And on the cross some letters 
| 7 . I wrote with my ownest hand, 
| And they said: “My Darling Birdie— 
He sings in Fairyland.” 
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THE BIRD’S FUNERAL — (Continuea) 


The round moon came to the funeral, 
And the big, tall, gentle trees, 
The daffodils and roses, 
And the little sighing breeze; 
“It’s only his beak and ‘feathers!”’ 
All of them seemed to say, 
“His little singing spirit 
Has flitted far away!” 


“Rest on him lightly, grasses! 
Shine on him sweetly, moon! 
Roses, scatter your petals! 
Little soft breezes, eroon!” 
I have prayed to the beautiful Fairies, 
Who always understand, 
To show my little dead birdie 
The way to Fairyland. 
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The Garden of Dreams 


O’er the blue waters of Slumber Bay 
Somebody pipes at the close of day; 

Just when your candle at bedtime gleams, 
Somebody calls from the Garden of Dreams. 
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Sunset poppies are blossoming there, 

And larkspurs blue like heavenward prayer, 
Daisies, anemones, asphodels, 

And flowers like stars with names like bells. 


The wall is silence, the grass is sleep, 

Tall trees of peace their vigil keep, 

And the Fairy of Dreams, with moth-wings furled, 
Plays soft on her flute to the drowsy world. 


Then, from their homes in the cobbled street, 
The children hurry on tip-toe feet— 

The children of earth, like pale moonbeams, 
Wander awhile in the Garden of Dreams. 
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Hb ES When the lamps are lit at night, 
And the sleeping town forgets 
Little laughing, lost Bettina, 
With her eyes like violets, 
iy - Someone seeks the shadowy place 
Where Bettina went away, 
Calling, “Little lost Bettina, 
Come and play!” 
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Just a little fairy thing, 
Well she loved the mortal child: 
How they raced the winds of Spring, 
Frolicked with the squirrels wild, 
is Danced among the daffodils, 
aay _ Spoke the speech of Fairyland, 
mh Roamed across the daisy meadows 
Hand-in-hand. 


5 
i> > 


wi setdS; 
ee 


; SS + ~ 


SIO OPC EOL GEE AE 
« 
= : Z 


Cn ge ee 


——s 


=< 
a er 


is ee A a et a a ln Mi eg? ad 


x 4 = 


a 
x 
edie Tas 


_— 5a 
< et e 

ea ae ee ~ 

= >= a 


€ 


pat ere - ae - 


eae 


be oe Lovely was the mortal child, 
it | With her voice a nightingale 
bl) Singing on a slender cypress 
To a lily tall and pale; 
And her face was like a flower 
Withered by the early frost, 
Playmate of a lonely Fairy, 
j Loved and lost. 
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The Lost Playmate. 


Sas as Ne ———— “ 
: } 
Bee ) 
eS 
M3 : 
i} . 
||| 
iH 
it 
iH 
| 
‘aaa 
i 
Hh | 
tit 
aH 
| 
Wi ! 
i 
} 
| | 
| 


Sas 


a eects tres 


ne oP oe : 4 ee ee ee = 5S. = 2 


ee aed . mse > a ne ee nT . ae mee nes : -- * 


> 
& 
ie 
+ 
\ 
4 
4 
4 
4 
¢ 
t 
* 
y 
’ 
» 
« 
1 
, 
A 
| 
4 
) 
> 


= — Se = - > _ ‘ - = — » . 
p= - es . e al ” - . =a a as ox : Se ——~ — = - = 2 = a . - ? “ : . 2 » a —— = ~ i =, : a am ee ; 

‘ Te Nae eain . ‘. ~ 3 ~ ~ a aaa a ~ pe ee ~ —<_ 7 . - . > - . . 2 — . ————— A - saw eee os < ; me > x 
oe < e —— = = a ~ *ae ee = arent % a bind mm oe se Se eS —_— ae ee hee ,- ee a ee ee eee ee eee a ee ee, eee See stile nent Bn pt es —— the tipi Bn : —~ gees ern 
A =e a oa arre a ees ' + Si 5.5 ae Ad. % — ‘shat ak Be tS Pe ee ee eee —_—_— Ve eS? a —— wee w ail . | " ' - : “ ~ - - | 

~ a ptt _ > <« - a - — - > — os = . a ; ‘ e ; ‘ ’ 
; palin . % i+ —= a - ~ , a —— ae er ae = ES ee ee ~ — a <= os ~ —. fa ' —= ! re 

> ae ; . oe 5 wR aS eee a Pe = —_— eas mat ee Sr 
oan é — . a an. —— aw Se en ee * ne He. Ge Sati, - 


* 


rit Jala a 


a etite 


ata ta? 
wees 


ee 


: eve —_—— mate ; vit © tal na manana TE LOTT Ec eee nnn nen ee = 2 oa = Rta Es 7” 4 
Rape 
1} 
ee ||| 
it 
| 
|| 
Wet 
oe % } 14) 
iil 
| 
he 
| 
| . 
f | 
HH | 
; f 
i 
ital: 
| | 
si 
i 
| 
ip 
| ~ 
| 
if 2 
| 
i 
| 
I 
a j if 
| | 
Te 
| 


FAIRYLAND 


The Rescue 


S* little Brown Brother Bears all lived together, as happy 
as happy could be, in the heart of a gum-tree wood. The 
little wood was a secret; no one knew of it but the baby Bears, 
and it was the loveliest place in all the world. 

The grass was velvet-soft, and green and cushiony; 
there was a crystal creek, with a lily-pool of water; wildflowers 
grew everywhere, sweet with honey, and there were little red 
wild raspberries, and pinky mushrooms, and, best of all, the 
tree-tops were all tufty with the crispest, crunchiest young 
gum-tips that ever made a little bear smack his lips. 
The gum leaves were far more scrumptious than barley- 
sugar or asparagus or bananas or hot buttered toast. Well, 
well, well! Our little Bears used to clamber among the tree-tops 
all day—and all night, too, unless they were asleep in their 
hollow log, packed as snug and cosy as peas in a pod—and they 
would munch and crunch and grunt, “Yum-yum! Yum-yum!” 
for hours. 

They were dear, good, little Bears in most ways, but 
they had one big fault—they were greedy and selfish. They 
did not want anyone—ever—anywhere—to know about Teddy 
Wood and the gum-tips—no other bear, no child, no bunny, no 
fairy. And, because of this, something sad was sure to happen 
—and it did! 

It was a summer night. The primrose Moon was just 
rising, peeping into the little wood, waking it with silver kisses, 
because she loved it. 

Then came little, white Fairy Mothwing, with her 
moonlight hair and starry wand, not afraid of the dark wood 
any more because of Lady Moon’s silver kisses. 

In she flew bravely; she had come all the way from 
Fairyland at night, when mortals were asleep, to gather gum- 
blossoms for the Fairies’ shady sunhats, and gum-nuts, with 
their little lids, for wee jars to pack honey in for the Fairy 
storerooms. 
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“Come and play with me!” And she held out her arms. 

“Play, indeed!” cried Jojo, indignantly. “Such 
impudence! Just like these Fairies! Always too friendly! 
They have no pride!” 


He seized one of her hands, and Dodo the other; Buzz 


fetched the glow-worm lantern, and Fuzz carried her wand. © 


Bobo and Ba brought up the rear, shouting, giggling and 
dancing spitefully, and poor little Mothwing soon knew they 
were not going to play. 

They led her along to an open glade near the lily-pool, 
and tied her to a tree by her waist, with the strongest spider- 
web ropes they could find. 


“Now you are a hostage!” said Jojo. “You shall stay 
here until those Fairies promise never to disturb us again, or 
else you shall drown in the lily-pool?”’ 


Then they all danced a corroboree round her, pulling 
horrid faces, I am afraid, and saying rude things, and prodding 
her with bulrushes they picked at the edge of the pool. Lady 
Moon was pale with grief, and rose up higher and higher in 
the sky in her excitement. What could she do to save 
Mothwing? “I know,” she thought, and with her silver fingers 
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. a Fairy Mothwing found the sweetest gum-blossoms in the 
hie Bom: tree-tops. She picked a great many—and gum-nuts, too—and 
: a | each one she dropped on to the moss, to gather up afterwards. 
| He f ) How surprised the Bears would have been to see her! They 
a if 5 thought no one could reach the tree-tops but themselves. 
| 4 4 Soon Fairy Mothwing fluttered to the ground, and began 
| Ht ce to gather up her flowers and nuts, singing a little high, clear 
| Lf | Fairy song, no louder than a cricket’s chirp. 
Wy Now, this song happened to wake Jojo, the eldest Bear, 
wine who was sleeping nearest one end of the hollow log, and Ba, 
aig the littlest Bear, who was nearest the other end, felt the Moon’s | 
silver kiss tickle his nose, and that wakened him. Peeping out, | 
Jojo and Ba saw Mothwing quite at home in their wood. With | 
squeals of rage, they roused Dodo, Buzz, Fuzz and Bobo, the | 
other Bears, and they rushed out at poor little Mothwing, like | 
a swarm of big, angry bees. | 
é “Oh, you darlings!” said Mothwing, laughing gaily. 
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“They Led Her to an Open Glade.” 


> oe © 
ES 


? 
Pat ert fi 


SS ee, 
Jpn Ae 


i et 


arte fe ical ita ee ae aa ee eb ALS ap tod we = . 


Se el ao 


saan aeons 
ss 
, CF gas 


<n 
— 


os 


of AG ileal 8 AA 


g= — See 


ies ee 
= 


ee ee a ies a oe ee al 
ee - ~~ 
7S 
aie WF aiid ine fe= Rye 


a a ie ar 
a “ye 


SE PIER 
! “37 =F 
2 ¥ 


—yhe se 
eet ak 


oF 
a ciety he ey 


ee 


=x ~ siesta. decile 
4 Hain 
ee wee cs are 


oe 


= aeeatineamai = anepnen tise shen einenanemmemnenme . 


ee” 
a ee 


eT ES ae 


——— 
re 
Tne - 


lhe sede es ana 


a = 


abe SN Sein: “ieaiein. Scpeteiiiiclintat ok adit ted tied 
—— ee Se a > 


BF RE SE TR 
a > — 


ee 


eae ateeatll 


a 


ory 
— > 


et as 
=< 


Sa eS 
So ee oe 
a 


eS ae 


— 
dentine, Ail haem AML 


ene - 7 


Ce ee ee 
are 


—_— 


ee as 2 Wee 
= 25 — 
Sow ES 


: a ey 


a 4 


es mee ae a 


ee ee ee ee 
= SS ee =p = 


| 
Se 


ee 
+ 


— 
i < 


See 


he ee 


“s 
— 


a ws 
tee 
- oo ee 


= a 1 eagalg ate ; eam oa : : s 


ee OR ne 


= 
aia ge 
— 


a 
— 
7m 


Set gee 


sed 


—- = 
= ee: 


ee Sees 
Skt ISS 


ame: OO SO 
- 


~ 


= we 


2 


\ 
ae f . 
[a 
. if; 
) if 
; 


“y 
RS ge aE ep LTE 
> 


> ae i 


+ 


> 
PEF Ig PRR ag 


a 2 
> 


cag UR LE yr 
4 as: 


oe we 


~ eE 


+ 


oe 


i ee i 


mw, 


Sg grt OS 


* os —- EE x ee 
i ee eae 
3 


sanitaire ited k neath caer nlenhadardchendats 


ee 
Wye 


2 paew 


she touched the cheek of Bunny Boy, who was sleeping in his 
cosy burrow far down the creek. 


Bunny Boy had a beautiful bronzy lizard to ride on, and 
now, as he stroked her shining neck and saddled her, “Lizette, 
Lizette, my gallant steed!” he said, “Run as you never ran 
before!” 


Lizette positively flew, and, quick as the wind, they 


reached Teddy Wood. Seizing a trusty bulrush blade, Bunny 
Boy charged on the Bears. Jojo, Dodo, and even Buzz, made a 
plucky stand, but it was not long before they had to retreat, 
and the enemy scattered in all directions in disorder. Bunny 
Boy followed on Lizette, who was snorting furiously. One by 
one, he captured all the Bears, and made no sound, though Bobo 
scratched him, and little Ba bit him. Then, cutting the ropes 
that bound Mothwing, Bunny Boy tied up the Bears, 
whimpering dismally, to six gum-saplings. 

At midnight Lady Moon was asked to decide their 
punishment. 


“Six times each,” she said, “shall they swim round my 
portrait which is painted in the lily-pool. Moreover, they shall 
eat no gum-tips for two days. Furthermore, they shall grant 
the freedom of this wood hereafter to all such as, without 
harming it, wish to wander in its precincts.” 

Ba was so terrified by these solemn words that he howled 
aloud. There was nothing for it, however, but to agree. 


Mothwing was very glad not to be a hostage any longer, 
but she was dreadfully sorry for the little Bears when they 
were swimming in the water, especially little Fuzz, Bobo and 
Ba. They looked such babies! But Bunny Boy laughed like 
anything, and tickled them with his bulrush. 


After the two days were over, Mothwing came with five 
more Fairies, and they brought a lovely picnic from Fairyland 
for the hungry little Bears. Lady Moon was shining in the 
sky, Bunny Boy rode up on Lizette, and they all made friends, 
and had the happiest picnic that ever was in Teddy Wood. 
And Jojo, with nods of approval from his five brothers, asked 


little white Fairy Mothwing to be the Queen of the Wood for 
ever after. 


[THE END. ] 
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ates My partner seems so much upset— 
UR Oh, dear! What have I done? 
i te I think he really must forget 
iN Dein That games are just for fun. 
Veter 
Ah I played my best— I’m sure I did— 
Wid ae And how was I to know 
u i A tiny little card was hid, 
we And, somehow, didn’t show? 
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Besides, the others look so glad 
Because of our revoke. 
Please, Mr. Teddy, don’t be sad, 

But treat it as a joke! 
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I studied all the rules for hours, 
How can I be to blame? 

I wish I’d stayed among the flowers— 
I’m sorry that I came. 
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It seems so silly sitting here 

| And getting glum and cross, 

i With sweet wild-roses bending near, 
. And soft, green grass and moss. 
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| : I can’t believe that bridge is fun; 


| It’s fright’ning and it’s hard— 
| And how, oh! how, can anyone 
thks Be vexed about a card? 
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The Revoke. 
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The Disputed Bath 


She’s certainly sweet! 

Her hands and her feet, 

Her wings and her face are like flowers. 
But this little pool, 

So erystal and cool, 

Croak! Croak! is undoubtedly ours. 


We hopped to the brink, 

And, what do you think? 

We found there a Sunbeam of light! 

A baby one, too! 

What are we to do? 

Croak! Croak! This is our pool by right 


“Kind sirs,” doth she pray, 
In her fairylike way, 
“Dear Froggies, please let us in first! 
Poor Baby and I 
Had a long way to fly; 
We are dying of heat and of thirst! 


My daisy-chain fair 

I will give you to wear, 

And sing you my prettiest song. 
Oh, please, let us swim 

Just once round the rim! 

We promise we shall not be long.” 
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THE DISPUTED BAT H — (Continued) 
Croak! Croak! You shall bathe here all day!” 


What chivalrous frog could gainsay? 
“We shall gladly withdraw 


From so lovely a guest, 
Your wish is our law— 


Such plaintive request 
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A wanderer in the snow— 
A little, slender elf-child, spirit-thin | 
(His name I know!), 
Makes silver songs to faery mandolin. 
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His fingers, snowflake-light, 
Twinkle like stars about the crooning strings; 
His jerkin white 
Is snow on snow; the wind is in his wings. 
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Pet His footfall leaves no trace; 

| Like little crystal bells his slippers chime; 
Ne His flower-like face 

, Is lost in feather snowflakes all the time. 
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But, oh! his music clear— 

) Pure, shrill and sweet, for mortal sense too high— 
bat Young snowdrops hear, 

ich: And peep above the snow as he goes by. 
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Minstrel of wind and frost, 


Waken our sleeping hearts as thou dost pass, 
Buried and lost, 


SB Like the first snowdrops underneath the grass. 
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Breath of Spring. 
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The Wave 
158 . 


She trembled there— 
The shore remembers, and lies forsaken. 


Who stands there, 
With moonlight hair, 

At the glassy foot of thy dark green hollow? 
A moment’s space 


Wistful and fair 


I saw thy face, 
Pale as a shell, and wild with wonder. 


The lovely sea-child thou hast taken 


High wave, white-hooded wave— 
Great wave that seagulls follow— 
Sea-child—or art thou the foam, 
Soft as silence after thunder?— 
High wave, white-hooded wave, 
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